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DV Housing First History

2015-2019

Phase III Demonstration Project

Today

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation invites WSCADV to coordinate 5 year demonstration project

2011-2014

Due to success of Cohort I, DVHF expands to 
include 9 more programs (Cohort II)

Findings emerge suggesting that  DVHF is a 
successful approach to supporting survivors in 
becoming safe and stable 

2009-2011

DVHF Launches Cohort I (4 programs) established



The Agencies Involved



DVHF supports survivors and their children to rapidly access new housing, or 
retain their current housing, while maintaining safety and stability. 

DV Housing First: The Approach



Housing Approaches

• Housing retention (diversion or homeless prevention—
survivor may never leave the home or may leave 
temporarily if safety is a concern)

• Rapid ReHousing/Progressive Engagement

• Subsidized housing with services available—may need a 
master leasing arrangement if undocumented or with bad 
tenant screening report (criminal record, debt, eviction)

• Permanent supportive housing



Living Situation at Program Entry



Race, Ethnicity, Immigrant Status



681 survivors participated

Advocates entered available 
follow-up data for

438
were reached for 
follow-up 
interviews

657

Final Follow-up: September 2014



88% obtained permanent housing



96% retained housing after 18 months



Survivors’ needs lessened following 
housing stability



Key Findings
Survivor-driven advocacy contributes to housing retention

Housing stability rebuilds lives, leads to independence 

Independence leads to safety

Safety and stability contribute to nurturing environments for children

Housing stability and advocacy improve health & well-being and restore 
dignity & self-worth

Flexibility supports adaptability of culturally responsive services

Community engagement enhances collaboration and sustainability



“It doesn’t take much to make a big difference…”

$1,250 was the average financial assistance to survivors

for the entire duration of the program.



Increased Safety, Improved Well-Being

• Nearly all survivors (97%) agreed DVHF 
advocacy services increased their safety 
and their children’s safety.

• Many survivors reported that having a 
permanent home allowed them to heal 
from trauma and recover from chemical 
dependency.





Community Partnerships have led to…



Questions?

Linda Olsen, M.A., M.S.W.

Housing Program Coordinator

Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence

206-389-2515 x 205

linda@wscadv.org

www.wscadv.org

mailto:linda@wscadv.org
http://www.wscadv.org/

