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Breaking the Cycle of Homelessness:

Ensuring Housing & Educational Stability for
Survivors of Domestic Violence and their Children
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rand assaultive behaviors thatinclude pi
Ological attacks or tactics and economic coercio
ents use against their intimate partner

actics: punching, physically abusing, using a weapon
tactics: rapejobjectification, forced abortion, sexual assault
bal, Emotional, and Psychologicaltactics: blaming the victim,

fgaging in manipulative behaviors, stalking, making false allegations
conomic coercion: withholdingmoney (power dynamlc), obtaining
ebt undervictim’s name :
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Who is the victim?

Victims do not possess a set of universal characteristics

Victims can be men, women, adolescents, disabled persons, LGBTQ

‘ln marks

Victims are not easily recognized — not usu. covere

Victims often feel misunderstood and stigmati
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Barriersto Leaving an Abusive Relationship

Leaving aviolent relationship = process, not an event.

Considerfactors such as:

* Fear

* Isolation

* Financial dependence and poverty
-+ Guiltandshame
Emotional and physical impai
Mental health and substar
~ Individualb |jefsystems

urdles
onsideratio
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OUTCOMES AND IMPACT._

Physical and Mental Healh Issue

Survivers have higherrates
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colluding with abuser
denying, or refusing to talk about the abuse
“stayingin therelationship
J back or defying abuser
A or abusing substances as an escape or to numb pain

Bying about abuser’s criminal activity
8S€nding the children o a neighbor or family’s home
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WHO IS COVERED UNDER VAWA?

Any person who is or has been a victim of actual or
threatened domestic violence, dating violence,

stalking or sexual assault as defined by VAWA

Any person who is protected by state family violence
ES

Immediate family members ofssurvivor
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Protection in Applying for Housing

Housing providers may not deny an applicant
admission to housing or rental assistance “on the basis
that the applicant is or has'been a victim of domestic
violence, dating violence, or stalking.”

In practice denial is not typicallyexplicit

VAWA does not explicitly addre€ss denials in housing
based on negative tenancy or credit history
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Definitions

The definition of “homeless” includes an individual or
family that:
Lacks fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;

Occupies a primary nighttime residence is public or private place
not designed for reqular sleeping accommodation for human
beings
Lives in a supervised publicly or privately operated temporary
shelter
Resides in'a shelter or place not meant for human habitation who
is existing an institution where shetemporarily resided
Includes any individual or family that is fleeing, or
attempting to flee domestic violence, sexual assault,

stalking or'other dangerous/life-threatening condition
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Definitions

At-Risk of Homelessness
Individual or family with income below 30% AMI

Insufficient resources immediately available

Includes all families with children and youth defined as homeless
under federal law

Chronically Homeless
Individual or family who is homeless'orresides in a place not
meant for human habitation, a safeshaven, orin an emergency
shelter
Has been homeless'continuously.for at least 1 year (or at least 4
times within the last 3 years)
Individual currently living in anJnstitutional setting and has lived
there for less than'go days
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PHA Obligations

Provide notice of VAWA rights to tenants

Include VAWA housing protections in the leases, lease
addendums, and housing assistance contracts

Discuss domestic violence, stalking and sexualassault’in
5-yearand annual plans

Create and implement an emergency: transfer policy for
SUIVIVOrS

School based obligations
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children
in the U.S. is

HOMELESS

In 2010, one in every 45 children and youth were found to be homeless.
In 2013, this statistic increased to one in every 30 children and youth.
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Irreparable har ) tendance than other homeless
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Who is covered by McKinney-Vento?
Any child or youth experiencing homelessness
Unaccompanied homeless youth

Children awaiting foster care placement

LGBTQ youth

Immigrant children, ELLs, LEPs ’
Children of domestic violence sut y fS.
Children or youth whah sorarily lo
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Educational Barriers for Homeless Youth

Enrollment requirements (residency, school records,
immunizations, legal guardianship)

Lack of access'toprograms (transporation).
Lack of school supplies, clothing, etc.” NN T

- : _ - . 7 "
- - >4 < ” .

" Poor health, fatigue, hunger

Preji |ce' angmisUndgeretanaing”
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~+« Remain in the school of origin everEM]'move
* Enroll in any public school where ot_@on-homeless students living in the same attendance area are

eligible to attend; | *
* Immediately enroll in a new school without typically required records;

* Participate fully in school activities;
* Receive transportation to and from s
* Receive related school services that
* Dispute decisions n}de by schools and

l-related activities;
may need; and

hool districts.
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What is the definition of homeless?
Those who lack a fixed, regylar and adequate .
nighttime re5|dence
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Homelessness includes:

* living "doubled-up” because they lost their home or due to other financial problems;

* staying in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or campground because they have nowhere else to go;

* livingin a shelter;

* staying in sub-standard housing;

* living in places not ordinarily used for sleeping, including cars, parks, public places, abandoned
buildings, or bus or train stations;

* awaiting foster care placement; or

 abandoned in a hospital




[
- < .»ﬁ.ﬁgg._ 47
o < “ e
5 AN

| ! TN ' :ﬂip_-." : .“:'1" oY
s x‘n,;.‘;!' " LN A

il

e

——

-~

g -
-




What decisions can be appealed?

An adverse determination of a school or school district can be appealed.

How can decisions be appealed?

Each state is responsible for developing and promulgating its own set of dispute resolution procedure:
A dispute resolution must be in place, and the pendency requirement must be met.
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Famul‘y Edlii‘EatlonaI R|ghts and anaey Act - 20 U S.C.§1232 eﬁq

- -

Head Start and Early Care and Education SerV|ces —42U.5.C. §9801 et seq.

.

-

Ind|V|duaIs W|th D|sab|I|‘t|es in Education Act — 20 U S.C Ellroowq J

Fostering Connectlons to Success and Increasing Adoptlons Act — 42 U.S.C. {5701 et seq.

———

oot

Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 — 42 U.S.C. §1751 et seq.
Title |, Part A of ESEA—20U.5.C.§6301 et seq. >y

Violence Against Women Act
h e |
Non-Discriminatioan;aws

State Laws and Regulations
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WHY SHOULD THIS MATTERTOYOU?

SAFETY OF CHILDREN OFTEN IS LINKED TO SAFETY
OF ADULT VICTIMS



nlchp.org

Breaking the Q C|
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National Law Centar on Homelesanesa and Poverty / Michasl Santos

HUD vs ED

CAPACITY STRAIN & LACKIOF OVERSIG

FEDERAL
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Implementation challenges Enforcement limitations

LOCAL
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Laws Criminalizing Homeless Youth “r

! |

Laws that criminalize youth ho arriers that McKinney-Vento is designed
to eliminate.
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Contact Information

Michael Santos
Attorney
msantos@nlchp.org
202-638-2535 ext. 118

www.nlchp.org

NATIONAL LAW CENTER
ON HOMELESSNESS & POVERTY




