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Violence against women is a leading cause of homelessness. Some domestic violence survivors,
particularly those with limited resources, become homeless after fleeing an abusive relationship or after
being evicted for reasons related to the abuse, such as police involvement or property damage.
Statistics show that domestic violence survivors are routinely discriminated against when finding new
housing. A lack of affordable housing and housing assistance further limits the options available to
these women.
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Violence against women is a primary cause of homelessness.








Domestic violence was the most common reason women gave for their
homelessness in 2007.1 A comprehensive 2005 study found that one in
four homeless women became homeless after experiencing violence.2
In 2012, 28 percent of cities cited domestic violence as a leading cause
of homelessness among families with children.3
Half of all homeless women and children reported experiencing
physical violence, and 92% of homeless mothers reported experiencing
physical or sexual assault.4
44% of homeless women in a 2006 Minnesota study reported being
physically abused as children; 40% reported sexual abuse as children.5
70% of Los Angeles homeless women in 2007 experienced domestic
violence, sexual assault and/or child abuse during their lifetimes.6
Nearly half of domestic violence survivors in a Florida housing survey
reported becoming homeless because they could not find suitable or
affordable housing away from the abuser.7
In California, women who experienced domestic violence in the past
year were four times more likely to face housing instability than those
who did not experience domestic violence.8

 64,324 people received services
from domestic violence programs.
 Survivors of domestic violence
made 10,471 unmet requests for
services including emergency
shelter, housing, and legal
representation.
 65% of these unmet requests were
for housing. Emergency shelter
and transitional housing remain
survivors’ most urgent unmet
needs, with 6,818 requests unmet
in a single day.
 42% of programs reported that
they lacked the funding to provide
necessary services, including beds
or hotel rooms to house survivors
of domestic violence.
Nat’l Network to End Dom. Violence, Domestic
Violence Counts 2012 (2012),
www.nnedv.org/resources/census/2012-report.html.
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64% of 25 cities surveyed in 2012 reported turning away homeless families with children from shelters due
to lack of resources.9 72% cited lack of affordable housing as a primary cause of family homelessness.10

Poor women and single mothers are at particularly high risk for domestic violence.


Women in socio-economically disadvantaged neighborhoods are twice as likely to experience domestic
violence, and are more likely to be repeatedly abused or to experience severe violence, than women in
more advantaged neighborhoods.11
Single women with children are thirteen times more likely to experience domestic violence than
married women with children, and seven times more likely than single women without children.12
Over 75% of homeless families in the U.S. were headed by single women with children in 2010.13




Shortages in affordable housing and housing assistance, as well as discriminatory housing practices,
limit domestic violence survivors’ housing options and increase their risk of becoming homeless.


The U.S. has a shortage of affordable housing, meaning housing that costs no more than 30% of the
household annual income.14 In 2012, demand for affordable housing exceeded supply by an estimated
4.6 million homes.15 In 2011, 8.48 million families paid more than half their income for rent.16
In a 2012 Minnesota survey, 48% of homeless women and 28% of unaccompanied young women
reported that they had remained in abusive situations or returned to their abusers because they had no
affordable housing options.17
A 2001 study found that 70% of tenants facing eviction in Philadelphia were women of color.18 In Los
Angeles, households headed by African-American women with children face higher eviction rates than
other households.19
65% of Washington, DC housing providers tested in 2008 illegally denied housing to a domestic
violence survivor by refusing to rent, refusing appointments or offering inferior terms and conditions
compared with other prospective tenants.20
Receiving domestic violence services from a shelter and working with shelter advocates continued to
positively impact women’s quality of life and level of social support three years later.21 After receiving
services, Oregon women moved 80% less frequently, stayed 78% less often in emergency housing, and
had a 52% increase in housing stability.22 At 18 months, 82% were living in safe, stable housing.23
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