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>> HI, EVERYONE.
AND WELCOME TO ANOTHER ONE OF THE SPECIAL TOPIC SERIES
WEBINARS PRESENTED BY THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND HOUSING

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CONSORTIUM.



MY NAME IS HEIDI NOTARIO AND I'M WITH THE NATIONAL

RESOURCE CENTER ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

AND TODAY I'M ACCOMPANIED BY A GROUP OF EXTRAORDINARY
RESEARCHERS AND PRACTITIONERS THAT WILL TALK ABOUT
RACIAL EQUITY AND SAFE HOUSING AS PART 2 IN THIS
SERIES.

BEFORE WE GET STARTED, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE YOU ALL
AWARE THAT WE ARE RECORDING THIS WEBINAR AND ALSO THAT
PLEASE MUTE YOURSELVES TO AVOID BACKGROUND NOISE.

ALSO, I WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO TELL US WHO YOU
ARE, SO IF YOU DON'T MIND USING THE CHAT TO INTRODUCE
YOURSELVES, THAT WILL GIVE US A CHANCE TO KNOW WHO IS
WITH US TODAY.

AND ALSO A REMINDER THAT THE CHAT FEATURE IS THERE FOR
YOU TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS IF YOU HAVE THEM.
AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO ANSWER ALL OF YOUR QUESTIONS
AND COMMENTS AS WE GET THROUGH THIS PRESENTATION AND
WE'LL FOLLOW UP IF NECESSARY.

SO WITH ME TODAY I HAVE LATOYA YOUNG FROM THE DC
COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, KHADIJAH, WHO IS A
SURVIVOR AND PRACTITIONER.

WE HAVE SHANTI KULKARNI WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH

CAROLINA CHARLOTTE, AND EVELYN HILL FROM CHANGED



CHOICES.
I'M ALSO HERE WITH MARIUM DURRANI WITH THE NATIONAL
RESOURCE CENTER ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND BRITTANY

ELTRINGHAM WHO ARE HERE SUPPORT THIS PRESENTATION.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

JUST AS AN INTRODUCTION FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT DON'T
KNOW THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND HOUSING TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE CONSORTIUM TEAM IS COMPRISED OF FEDERAL
PARTNERS, FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICE
PROGRAMS, HHS, THE OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
THE OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME, THE OFFICE OF SPECIAL
NEEDS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FROM HUD AND THE U.S.
INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS.

AND A GROUP OF NATIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDERS.
THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR SAFE HOUSING, COLLABORATIVE
SOLUTIONS, THE NATIONAL NETWORK TO END DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, THE NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER ON DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, THE NATIONAL SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESOURCE CENTER,
AND THE CORPORATION FOR SUPPORTIVE HOUSING.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

AND TO START I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH ALL OF YOU AN
INFO GRAPHIC, —- MADE AN INFO GRAPHIC IN PARTNERSHIP

WITH THE DV CONSORTIUM ON THE INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN



DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE, RACISM, AND HOMELESSNESS.

[ VIDEO PLAYING ]

>> HOMELESSNESS IS AN ISSUE THAT FAR TOO MANY PEOPLE

FACE.

PEOPLE OF COLOR, SPECIFICALLY BLACK PEOPLE, OTHER
PERSONS OF COLOR, AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE EXPERIENCE
HOMELESSNESS IN A DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT WAY THAN THEIR
WHITE COUNTERPARTS.

PEOPLE WHO HOLD MULTIPLE IDENTITIES SUCH AS THOSE WHO
LIVE AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF DISABILITY, IMMIGRATION
STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND MORE
EXPERIENCE COMPOUNDED BARRIERS THAT FURTHER
HOMELESSNESS AND HOUSING INSTABILITY.

A RECENT STUDY FOUND THAT 66% OF PEOPLE EXPERIENCING
HOMELESSNESS WERE BLACK, WHILE 28% WERE WHITE.

BLACK INDIVIDUALS ARE ONLY 13% OF THE U.S. GENERAL
POPULATION COMPARED TO 74% OF THOSE WHO ARE WHITE.
RATES OF HOMELESSNESS WITHIN NATIVE COMMUNITIES ARE 3
TO 8 TIMES HIGHER THAN THAT OF THE GENERAL POPULATION.
IN TOTAL, 78% OF PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS

IDENTIFIED AS PEOPLE OF COLOR.



THIS OVERREPRESENTATION OF INDIGENOUS, BLACK AND OTHER
PEOPLE OF COLOR EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS CANNOT BE
EXPLAINED BY POVERTY OR IDENTITY ALONE.

STRUCTURAL RACISM, HISTORICAL POLICIES, INSTITUTIONAL
PRACTICES, AND CULTURAL NARRATIVE THAT'S PERPETUATE
RACIAL INEQUITY PUT PEOPLE OF COLOR AT A DISADVANTAGE
IN OBTAINING SAFE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING.

STATISTICALLY, WOMEN OF COLOR ARE MUCH MORE LIKELY TO

EXPERIENCE DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE, AND SURVIVORS
OFTEN FACE NETWORK IMPOVERISHMENT.

NETWORK IMPOVERISHMENT OCCURS WHEN THE ADDITION OF A
FINANCIALLY DISTRESSED HOUSEHOLD MEMBER PLACES AN EXTRA
STRAIN ON FAMILY RESOURCES.

OFTENTIMES WE TELL A SURVIVOR EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
TO GO TO A RELATIVE OR FRIEND'S HOUSE.

HOWEVER, NETWORK IMPOVERISHMENT CAN CAUSE IMMENSE
BURDENS ON THE EXISTING LIMITED FINANCES AND AVAILABLE
SUPPORT FROM THAT NETWORK.

RACIAL DISPARITIES ARISE AT EVERY JUNCTURE FROM THE
LEGAL SYSTEM, HEALTH CARE, CHILDCARE, WELFARE, PUBLIC
BENEFITS.

UNDERSTANDING THE INTERSECTIONS BETWEEN DOMESTIC AND

SEXUAL VIOLENCE, RACISM, AND HOMELESSNESS, AND APPLYING



AN EQUITY, SURVIVOR-CENTERED LENS IN OUR WORK IS THE
ONLY PATHWAY TO STABILITY, SAFE HOUSING, AND HEALING
FOR ALL SURVIVORS.

IF WE WANT TO ADDRESS RACIAL INEQUITY, WE HAVE TO
ACKNOWLEDGE IT, LEARN ABOUT IT, AND TALK ABOUT IT SO WE
CAN DO MORE ABOUT IT TOGETHER.

TO LEARN MORE VISIT SAFEHOUSINGPARTNERSHIPS.ORG.

>> SO0 IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE JUST SAW IN THE BRIEF INFO

GRAPHIC, I JUST WANTED TO HIGHLIGHT SOME OF THE

STATISTICS IN OUR COMMITMENT TO CENTER RACIAL EQUITY
AND PARTICULARLY BLACK LIVES IN OUR WORK.

WE KNOW THAT THIS INTERSECTION OF RACIAL INEQUITIES AND
HOUSING INSECURITY IMPACTS DISPROPORTIONATELY BLACK
PEOPLE, INDIGENOUS, AND PEOPLE OF COLOR.

AND WE KNOW THAT BLACK PEOPLE ARE DYING AT A RATE MORE
THAN 1 AND A HALF TIMES THAT OF THEIR, THE REST OF THE
POPULATION.

MANY STATES ARE EFFECTIVELY ERASING NATIVE AMERICANS
FROM THE DATA SETS BY CLASSIFYING THEM AS "OTHER."
WHERE TRACKED, SEVERAL STATES HAVE FOUND SEVERELY
DISPARATE RATES OF INFECTION OR DEATH AMONG NATIVE

AMERICANS.



RESEARCH SUGGESTS RACIAL RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION IS A
FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OF HEALTH DISPARITIES.

—— COMMUNITIES OF COLOR DISPROPORTIONATELY LIVE IN
NEIGHBORHOODS FURTHER FROM GROCERY STORES AND MEDICAL
FACILITIES DUE TO HISTORICAL RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND
RED-LINING IN HOUSING POLICIES.

AND WE ALSO KNOW THAT MANY PEOPLE OF COLOR LIVE IN
FEDERALLY ASSISTED HOUSING, INCLUDING PUBLIC HOUSING
AND SECTION 8 PROGRAMS THAT ARE OFTEN IN SEGREGATED
NEEDS WITH LESS INVESTMENTS.

CHALLENGES ARE EXACERBATED FOR PEOPLE OF COLOR LIVING

IN RURAL COMMUNITIES, BEING COUNTIES AWAY FROM

FACILITIES AND SERVICE AGENCIES.

SO IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT THAT WHEN WE THINK ABOUT
RACIAL INEQUITIES WE ARE ABLE TO BE VERY CLEAR ABOUT
THE CONTEXT AND THE REALITY OF STRUCTURAL RACISM.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

SO BEFORE I TURN IT OVER TO OUR PRESENTERS, I WANTED TO
GIVE A LITTLE BIT OF CONTEXT FOR THE WORK THAT YOU ARE
ABOUT TO HEAR IN A MOMENT.

THIS GROUP OF RESEARCHERS AND PRACTITIONERS HAVE BEEN
TASKED WITH SPECIFICALLY PAYING ATTENTION TO THE LIVED

EXPERIENCES OF BLACK SURVIVORS AND SURVIVORS OF COLOR



AT THE INTERSECTION OF HOUSING INSECURITY.

AND DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE.

SO WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO HEAR IS A STORY THAT WAS
CONDUCTED —-- STUDY THAT WAS CONDUCTED LAST YEAR AND
THAT CONTINUES INTO THIS YEAR AND THE FOLLOWING THAT
SPECIFICALLY LOOKS AT WHAT IMPACTS AND WHAT ARE ALL OF
THE PIECES THAT IMPACT SURVIVORS' LIVES, AND WHAT ARE
THE FACTORS THAT KEEP THEM UNSTABLY HOUSED.

AND IN SOME CASES FOR THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GAIN
STABLE HOUSING, WHAT GETS IN THE WAY OF MAINTAINING
THEIR HOUSING.

SO WITHOUT ANY MORE DELAYS I'M HONORED TO INTRODUCE
LATOYA YOUNG AND KHADIJAH TO GET US STARTED ON THIS

TOPIC.

WELCOME.

>> THANK YOU, HEIDI.

GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYONE.

I AM LATOYA YOUNG, HOUSING SYSTEMS COORDINATOR FOR THE
D.C. COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

TODAY I'M JOINED WITH MY CO-PRESENTER, KHADIJAH,
KHADIJAH, DO YOU MIND INTRODUCING YOURSELF

>> HI, EVERYONE.



I'M KHADIJAH, PARTNER AND MEMBER OF THE SURVIVOR
ADVISORY GROUP.

THANK YOU ALL FOR HAVING ME.

THIS TOPIC IS DEAR TO ME AS A BLACK MOTHER WOMAN,
MOTHER AND SURVIVOR.

TODAY YOU'LL HERE A CANDID OPEN DISCUSSION ABOUT WHAT
CAME FROM THE GROUP.

PLEASE BE PREPARED TO TAKE AWAY SIMPLE GOLDEN NUGGETS
FROM OUR REPORT.

JUST TO ADD I DO HAVE MY LITTLE COWORKERS IN THE NEXT
ROOM, SO IF YOU HEAR ANYTHING, THAT'S WHO'S IN THE
BACKGROUND.

JUST A HEADS-UP.

>> THANK YOU, KHADIJAH.

BEFORE WE GET STARTED WITH OUR PRESENTATION, WE WANTED

EVERYONE TO TAKE A BRIEF, 5-SECOND ACKNOWLEDGMENT, A
5-SECOND PAUSE JUST TO HONOR AND STAND IN SOLIDARITY
WITH EVERY BLACK AND BROWN WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN
VICTIMIZED AND/OR OPPRESSED BY SYSTEMS AND FOR THE
CONTINUOUS FIGHT FOR LIBERATION.

THANK YOU.

SO TODAY JUST AS HEIDI MENTIONED, KHADIJAH AND I HAD
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THE HONOR OF WORKING TOGETHER ON A REPORT WITHIN A
GROUP, AND THE PURPOSE OF THE GROUP WAS TO REALLY WORK
WITH SURVIVORS TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF
SURVIVORS' HOUSING —- AND PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES AROUND
HOUSING.

BUT IN ORDER TO DO THAT IT MEANT THAT WE HAD TO DO IT
IN THE MOST EQUITABLE WAY, AND SO WE'LL WALK YOU
THROUGH WHAT IT MEANT AND NOT ONLY WHAT IT MEANT BUT
WHAT IT LOOKED LIKE TO CREATE EQUITABLE SPACES FOR
BLACK WOMEN TO DISCUSS, ACKNOWLEDGE, AND TO REALLY
BRING OUT THEIR EXPERIENCES WITHIN HOUSING.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

AND SO IT WAS IMPORTANT TO US THAT THE WAY THAT WE DID
THIS WORK, THE WAY THAT THIS GROUP WAS DEVELOPED THAT
IT WAS A WAY THAT REALLY RECOGNIZED BLACK WOMEN AND HOW

BLACK WOMEN SHOW UP AND WHAT'S THE BEST WAY TO DO IT.

AND SO WE DEVELOPED TWO FOCUS GROUPS ON BEHALF OF THE

NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, AND
THOSE TwWO FOCUS GROUPS WERE REALLY COMPOSED OF 12 BLACK
WOMEN WHO ALL HAD SURVIVED INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE.
AT THE TIME, MOST IF NOT ALL SURVIVORS WERE LIVING IN

D.C., AND IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT WE RECOGNIZE THAT THAT
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WAS SOMETHING THAT WAS COMMON AMONGST THE GROUP MEMBERS
AND OUR GROUP PARTNERS.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THEM AS PARTNERS AND IT WAS VERY
IMPORTANT THAT THEY WORK WITH US AND WE WORK TOGETHER
TO ENSURE THAT THE EXPERIENCES WERE DOCUMENTED AND
ACKNOWLEDGED IN A WAY THAT WAS IMPORTANT TO THE WOMEN
AND THE SURVIVORS IN THE ROOM.

AND SO WE, AND WHEN I SAY WE, NKIRU, WHICH WAS ONE OF
OUR CO-FACILITATORS, NKIRU IS A WELL KNOWN RESEARCHER
IN THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
FIELD AND MYSELF, WE WORKED TOGETHER TO MAKE SURE THAT
OUR GROUP WAS DEVELOPED IN A WAY THAT THEY FELT
INCLUDED AND THAT THEY FELT VALUED.

IN ADDITION TO THAT, IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT WE HAD A
NOTE-TAKER THAT WAS ABLE TO DOCUMENT THOSE EXPERIENCES.
WE ALSO HAD A TAPE RECORDER THAT WE DID NOT USE UNLESS
EVERYONE CONSENTED TO THE USE OF THE TAPE RECORDER AS A
WAY TO DOCUMENT A LOT OF THE THINGS THAT CAME UP WITHIN
THE GROUP.

NOW, THIS IS THE MOST PHENOMENAL PART, AND WE'RE

ACTUALLY GOING TO TALK ABOUT HOW AND WHICH WAYS THIS
WAS MORE ABOUT EQUITY THAN IT WAS ABOUT COMPENSATION.

AND SO IN ORDER FOR US TO ENSURE THAT OUR PARTNERS FELT
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LIKE PARTNERS, IT WAS IMPORTANT THEY WERE COMPENSATED.
THEY WERE EACH COMPENSATED $50 IN CASH, NOT JUST
BECAUSE IT WAS IMPORTANT TO US BUT ALSO BECAUSE WE
RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS WERE JUST AS
VALUABLE AS OUR ROLES AND OUR RESPONSIBILITIES IN
DELIVERING A REPORT.

AND SO THE COMPENSATION WAS ACTUALLY PROVIDED TO EACH
PARTICIPANT AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH GROUP, AND THAT
WAS REALLY TO ENSURE THAT FOLKS FELT VALUE AND THAT
THEY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO WALK OUT AT ANY MINUTE
DESPITE WHAT WE THOUGHT AND -- FELT.

BUT IT WAS REALLY IMPORTANT FOR US TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
IT'S AN INTENTIONAL, DELIBERATE, AUTHENTIC WAY OF
COMMITTING TO WHAT WE SAY AND WHAT WE'RE HERE TO DO.

IN ADDITION TO THAT,ED FOOD, THE TRANSPORTATION, WAS
ALL BASED ON THE DECISIONS AND THE POINTS OF WHICH EACH
SURVIVOR FELT THAT THEY NEED OR THAT THEY WANTED.

AND SO WE'RE ALSO GOING TO TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT WHAT
THAT MEANT.

THE CHILDCARE SERVICES THAT WERE PROVIDED WERE PROVIDED
BY A CHILDCARE FACILITY THAT WE PARTNER WITH HERE IN

THE DISTRICT THAT WAS REALLY BY TRAINED PROFESSIONALS

WHO ALREADY ARE LICENSED CHILDCARE PROFESSIONALS IN THE
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CITY.
KHADIJAH, DOES THIS BRING TO MEMORY FOR YOU ANYTHING

ABOUT OUR GROUPS?

>> YES, DEFINITELY.

AFTER PARTICIPATING —— WELL, AFTER PARTICIPATING IN A
STUDY WITH NKIRU INITIALLY, I HAD A FEW RESERVATIONS
BECAUSE I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT, BUT WHEN I
RECEIVED, LATOYA, WHEN I RECEIVED YOUR CALL I WAS TAKEN
ABACK BECAUSE I WAS ASKED ABOUT ACCOMMODATING, I WAS
ASKED ABOUT THE MENU, MY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, IF I
NEEDED TRANSPORTATION, THINGS LIKE THAT.

SO IT WAS, IT WAS A WOW MOMENT FOR ME BECAUSE I'M
USUALLY AN AFTERTHOUGHT AS A BLACK WOMAN WHO HAS TO,
YOU KNOW, SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM THE SYSTEM, BUT IN THIS
MOMENT I FELT INCLUDED AND IT WAS JUST SOMETHING
DIFFERENT THAN I WAS, YOU KNOW, USUALLY, USUALLY HAD

EXPERIENCED.

>> YEAH, AND THAT'S ACTUALLY SOMETHING THAT WE HEARD
FROM A LOT OF THE FOLKS WHO WERE IN THE ROOM, EACH AND
EVERY ONE, IN FACT.

IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR US THAT WE MODEL AN EQUITABLE

PROCESS IN THE WAY THAT WE DEVELOP AND CONDUCT THE



GROUP FOR THE REPORT.

AND SO THE WAY IN WHICH WE DID IT —-- NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE
—— WAS A WAY THAT REALLY CREATED A CULTURE THAT THE
REPORT CAN DEVELOP AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT WE'LL
TALK ABOUT IN A FEW MINUTES AND THAT SURVIVORS WERE IN
LEAD, AND THAT THEY LED THE PROCESS AND THAT THEY LED
THE GROUP.

AND SO FROM THE MOMENT THAT WE DEVELOPED THE GROUP AND
THE MOMENT THAT WE CONSULTED WITH SURVIVORS, WE WANTED
TO ENSURE THAT THEY WERE A PART OF THE DECISION MAKING.
WE WANTED TO ENSURE THAT BLACK WOMEN HAD VOICES, THAT
BLACK WOMEN HAD POWER IN HOW —- BEING CONDUCTED, NOT
ONLY WITHIN THE REPORT BUT ALSO WITHIN THE GROUP.

AND SO THE DECISIONS THAT WERE MADE WERE ACTUALLY
DECISIONS OF THE SURVIVOR ON HOW THE GROUP WAS GOING TO

BE CONDUCTED AND HOW THE REPORT WAS GOING TO UNFOLD.

>> BACK TO WHEN I WAS ON THE CALL I WAS ASKED ABOUT,
YOU KNOwW, IF I NEEDED PUBLIC —— IF I USED PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION OR UBER, IF I WAS DRIVING, TO SUGGEST
EVEN A GAS CARD WHICH I DID RECEIVE, CHILDCARE STATUS,
AND EVEN WHEN I SHOWED UP MY CHILDREN HAD A, THERE WAS
A PLAY ROOM, A PLAY AREA WITH LICENSED CHILDCARE

PROVIDERS AND AS A PROTECTIVE MOTHER I FELT COMFORTABLE



SEEING THEM EXCITED AND, YOU KNOW, RELAXED, SO IT

ULTIMATELY RELAXED ME FURTHER TO LET MY GUARD DOWN AS A
PARTICIPANT.

AND THIS WAS EQUITY FOR ME, BRINGING SURVIVORS TOGETHER
AND CREATING A PLATFORM AND JUST UNDERSTANDING THAT WE
ALL HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS AND, YOU KNOW, TASTES AND
LIKES AND NOT JUST GROUPING US ALL TOGETHER WITH THE

TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT ATTITUDE.

>> WHICH IS WHY WE ALL WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT
SURVIVORS SET THE TONE, SURVIVORS WHO ARE -- AND
SURVIVORS EVEN CREATED GUIDELINES FOR WHAT IT WOULD
LOOK LIKE AND THE CULTURE THAT WAS BEING DEVELOPED AT
THE TIME.

SO THERE WERE MEMBER CREATED GUIDELINES AROUND KEEPING
A SAFE SPACE, ALLOWING EVERYONE TO BE, TO BE HEARD AND

TO SPEAK, AND TO ALSO BE (INDISCERNIBLE).

>> AS A GROUP WE CAME UP WITH GUIDELINES ON HOW WE
WANTED TO BE RESPECTED AND SHOW OTHERS RESPECT
THROUGHOUT THE PROCESS.

FOR ME WE FORMED LIKE A MINI SISTERHOOD BECAUSE WE ALL

PLEDGED TO SHOW UP AND BE PRESENT, BE RESPECTFUL
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WITHOUT JUDGMENT, AND THAT'S WHAT WE LEARNED TO DO AS
SURVIVORS.

WE CREATED OUR OWN COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT IN THAT ROOM.

>> AND SO THROUGH THESE PROCESSES WE WERE ABLE TO BUILD
A LEVEL OF TRUST THAT CREATED AUTONOMY FOR EACH
SURVIVOR TO MAKE DECISIONS, TO MAKE STATEMENTS, AND TO
REALLY DOCUMENT THEIR EXPERIENCES IN A WAY THAT REALLY
SHOWED THEIR COMMITMENT.

EVERYBODY SHOWED UP AND EVERYBODY CONTINUOUSLY WAS
THERE TO REALLY COMMIT TO ENSURING THAT THIS REPORT WAS
IN FACT WHAT WE WERE HOPING FOR.

AND SO THE LEVEL OF COMMITMENT THROUGH THESE
EXPERIENCES AND DEVELOPING A CULTURE WAS PHENOMENAL.

IT WAS EVEN TO THE POINT THAT, KHADIJAH, IF YOU
REMEMBER, WE ACTUALLY HAVE  TO PUT SOME PEOPLE OUT, WE
HAD TO SAY, OKAY, AND SO DO YOU WANT TO SPEAK A LITTLE

BIT TO THAT?

>> YEAH.
FOR ME IT WAS LIKE I THINK THE HEALING TO GO IN TO MOVE
INTO THAT IT WAS A HEALING PROCESS, HEARING THE STORIES

AND DRAWING FROM OTHER'S STRENGTHS WAS THERAPEUTIC FOR
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ME.

I FELT MORE VULNERABLE IN THE GROUP THAN IN OTHER
EXPERIENCES WITH, YOU KNOW, FAMILY OR SOCIAL CIRCLES
BECAUSE IT WAS A KINSHIP AND A CONNECTION TO OTHER

SURVIVORS, HEARING THEIR STORIES AND EVEN REPLAYING MY

OWN EXPERIENCES.

USUALLY WE ALL HAD A COMMON BOND FROM, YOU KNOW, BEING
CAUGHT OR FEELING TRAPPED IN A SYSTEM AND, YOU KNOW,
THE THINGS THAT DROVE US THERE, AND JUST THE OVERALL
STRUGGLES AS A BLACK WOMAN.

I FEEL LIKE THAT PLIGHT ALONE IS UNIQUE IN ITSELF, AND
IT JUST MADE US FEEL, YOU KNOW, COMFORTABLE AND SAFE TO

BE THERE, SO WE —- IT WAS ENJOYABLE.

>> IT WAS.

AND ONE THING THAT REALLY STOOD UP, NOT THE ONE THING,
BUT ONE OF THE THINGS ABOUT THE CULTURE WITH THAT
DESPITE THE BACKGROUNDS, DESPITE THE SETTING AND NOT
KIND OF KNOWING EACH OTHER, THERE WAS A COMMON LANGUAGE
THAT WAS SPOKEN WHICH WAS REALLY THE VERBAL AFFIRMATION
"MM-HMM" AND Y'ALL KIND OF, YOU KNOW, AS PEOPLE TALKED
ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES, MEMBERS NODDED THEIR HEADS TO

SHOW AGREEMENT OR UNDERSTANDING, THEY WOULD PASS THE
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BOWL TO SPEAK AND SO THIS CULTURE OF SURVIVORS LEADING
WAS REALLY IMPACTFUL FOR ALLOWING THE SPACE FOR HEALING

TO HAPPEN IN THE ROOM.

>> YEAH.
HAVING NKIRU AND LATOYA WAS REALLY REFRESHING NOT ONLY

BECAUSE THEY'RE WOMEN AND BLACK WOMEN BUT THEY CAME

ACROSS, YOU KNOW, RELATABLE AND GENUINE.

AND AGAIN, THAT'S WHAT ALLOWED FOR ME MY GUARD TO BE
LET DOWN EVEN FURTHER.

I CAN'T SAY HOW MANY TIMES THEY BOTH EXPRESSED THIS IS
ABOUT YOU ALL, YOU KNOW, WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU, WE
WANT TO KNOW HOW WE CAN CREATE A COMFORTABLE SPACE FOR
YOU AND CREATE THAT CULTURE.

SO I MEAN, IT WAS JUST AN A-- AMAZING HOW THE

FOUNDATION WAS ESTABLISHED EARLY ON.

>> THANK YOU.

AND ALL OF THIS REALLY WAS REALLY A SETUP TO LEAD US TO
REALLY LOOK AT THE QUESTIONS FOR WHAT WE WANTED TO
EXPLORE AND LOW WE WANTED TO DEVELOP THE REPORT.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

AND SO THE GUIDING RESEARCH QUESTIONS THAT WE WERE
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REALLY HOPING TO GET AT IN WORKING WITH A GROUP OF
SURVIVORS WAS WHAT SURVIVOR CENTERED, CULTURALLY
SPECIFIC STRATEGIES PROMOTE WELLNESS AND RESIST HOUSING
INSTABILITY?

IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE EXPERIENCES
OF BLACK WOMEN MAY LOOK DIFFERENT, MAY FEEL DIFFERENT,
THEREFORE THERE MAY BE CERTAIN CHALLENGES AND
STRATEGIES THAT THEY USE IN ORDER TO ATTAIN HOUSING

STABILITY OR TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN HOUSING.

IN ADDITION TO THAT, WE ALSO WANTED TO KNOW WHAT DO WE
WANT SYSTEMS TO KNOW?

WHAT IS IT THAT BLACK WOMEN, BASED ON THEIR EXPERIENCES
IN HOUSING, WOULD LIKE SYSTEMS TO KNOW?

AND SO WE'RE GOING TO DIVE A LITTLE BIT INTO THAT, BUT
BEFORE WE DIVE INTO THAT, IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT WE
UNDERSTOOD WHAT THE CHALLENGES WERE FOR THE BLACK WOMEN
THAT WERE SEATED AROUND THE TABLE THAT IDENTIFY AS
BLACK WOMEN.

AND SO WE WANTED TO LOOK DEEPLY INTO THAT.

AND SO WE'RE GOING TO LOOK AT SOME OF THE QUOTES AND
SOME OF THE THING THAT'S WE HEARD THAT REALLY GET TO
THESE QUESTIONS.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.
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AND SO ONE OF THE THINGS THAT CAME UP WAS REALLY
TALKING ABOUT SOME OF THE NORMS AS A WAY OF NORMALIZING
VICTIMIZATION OF BLACK WOMEN.

AND SO ONE OF THE SURVIVORS AROUND THE TABLE SAID
SOMETIMES YOUR NEED OF HOUSING STARTS WITH DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE.

WHEN I WENT TO GET HELP, THEY ACTED LIKE IT WAS A
NORMAL THING AS A BLACK WOMAN.

TO THIS DAY, I DON'T TALK TO MY FAMILY.

I HAD TO GET SURGERY ON MY LEG.

EVERYONE ACTS LIKE IT'S THE NORM FOR BLACK WOMEN TO BE

VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

>> I'M NOT -— I CAN DEFINITELY RELATE TO THAT.

I'M NOT SURE WHY AS A BLACK WOMAN WE HAVE TO, I FEEL
LIKE WE HAVE TO SCREAM AND FIGHT TO GET THE ATTENTION
WE DESERVE, BUT THAT HAS BECOME THE NORM, FROM HEALTH
CARE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, I FEEL LIKE OUR PAIN IS NOT
PERCEIVED AS ACTUAL.

BUT BACK TO BACK AN AFTERTHOUGHT, I KEEP SAYING THAT
BUT IT'S A REAL UNFAIR TRUTH.

WE'RE MADE TO FEEL KIND OF ROBOTIC AS A FICTIONAL

CHARACTER IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, WHEN IN FACT OUR
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PROBLEMS ARE REAL AND ARGUABLY MORE REAL THAN OTHERS

WOULD LIKE TO, YOU KNOW, TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR.

>> YEAH.

I THINK THAT WAS SOMETHING THAT CAME UP TIME AND TIME
AGAIN.

IN ADDITION TO THAT, HERE'S WHAT SOMEONE ELSE SAID.

AS A BLACK WOMAN, THEY EXPECT YOU TO BE SINGLE, HEAD OF
HOUSEHOLD, IN ORDER FOR YOU TO GET SERVICES.

AND SO WHEN WE HEARD THAT IT REALLY MADE US JUST SIT
BACK AND THINK ABOUT WHAT THAT MEANT.

WHAT DID THAT MEAN FOR YOU, KHADIJAH?

>> FROM A YOUNG AGE, I FEEL WE'RE MADE TO FEEL THE
ABSENCE OF LOVE FROM A MAN.

MANY HAVE EXPERIENCED THE EFFECTS OF, YOU KNOw, A
FATHER OR BROTHER BEING INCARCERATED, MURDERED OR
DEALING WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE RELATED ISSUES, SO IT
MAKES US FEEL LIKE WE HAVE TO, YOU KNOW, WE'RE NOT GOOD
ENOUGH FOR LOVE, WE HAVE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE TWwO.

AND YOU CAN'T HAVE ONE OR THE OTHER, AND IT'S REALLY,
IT'S REALLY SAD THAT WE'RE MADE TO FEEL LIKE UNWORTHY

AND I CAN'T HAVE LOVE AND I CAN'T HAVE SUPPORT FROM THE
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SYSTEM AT THE SAME TIME.

>> A LOT OF SURVIVORS AROUND THE TABLE AT THE TIME
EXPRESSED BEING FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN LOVE, WHETHER
IT WAS A PAST RELATIONSHIP, A CURRENT RELATIONSHIP, OR
EVEN A FUTURE RELATIONSHIP, AND GETTING SERVICES AND
HOUSING THAT SO BADLY NEEDED.

AND SO THERE WAS AN EXPECTATION THAT EVERY BLACK WOMAN
WHO CAME THROUGH THE DOOR THAT THEY WERE SINGLE THAT
BECAUSE THEY WENT THROUGH DOMESTIC VIOLENCE THAT THEY
DIDN'T DESERVE LOVE AND NEITHER DID THAT MEAN THAT THEY
CAN SHOW UP AND EXPRESS THE LOVE OF A LOVE INTEREST OR
PARTNER.

AND SO IN ADDITION TO THAT, ONE OF THE OTHER CHALLENGES

THAT WE ALSO DISCUSS, AND HERE'S WHAT A SURVIVOR SAID

WAS IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY WE NEED TO GET MORE CLASSES
ON THE HOwW THE SYSTEM SHOULD GO.

WE NEED TO KNOW OUR RIGHTS.

WE NEED TO HOLD PEOPLE ACCOUNTABLE.

OTHER PEOPLE FROM OTHER CULTURES KNOW THEY CAN GO TO
THE CITY COUNCIL OR SOMEWHERE ELSE TO MAKE A DIFFERENT.
AND SO A LOT OF SURVIVORS AROUND THE GROUP AT THE TIME

TALKED ABOUT THIS AS A CHALLENGE BECAUSE FROM BIRTH
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IT'S ALMOST AS IF BLACK WOMEN ARE TAUGHT NOT TO
CHALLENGE PEOPLE.
THEY'RE NOT TAUGHT HOW TO HOLD PEOPLE ACCOUNTABLE AND

TO HAVE EXPECTATIONS.

>> WE HAVE SUCH A RICH HISTORY OF OPPRESSION AND RACIAL
INJUSTICE.

AGAIN, YOU START TO FEEL UNWORTHY OF RIGHTS.

WE DON'T EXPLORE THE QUESTION WHAT ARE MY RIGHTS
ENOUGH, AND ODDLY NO ONE IS WAVING A FLAG TO GUIDE US
EITHER.

IT LOOKS COOL FOR ORGANIZATION OR A SYSTEM IN PLACE TO
HAVE PAMPHLETS TO TELL YOU YOUR RIGHTS, BUT IT'S NOT
PRACTICAL IN A SYSTEM THAT YOU DON'T TRUST.

IT'S A PIECE OF PAPER YOU SIGN THAT YOU RECEIVE AND
THAT'S THAT.

BUT DOES ANYONE ASK THE QUESTION OF LIKE YOUR EDUCATION

LEVEL, IF THE INFORMATION IS EVEN COMPREHENSIBLE, AND
WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE IN A REAL SETTING.

AND THEN YOU HAVE TO EVEN WORRY ABOUT, YOU KNOW,
RETALIATION, EVEN WHEN YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS, WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN YOU, YOU KNOW, YOU MOVE FORWARD AND YOU

ACT ON THOSE RIGHTS.
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SO WE NEED TO KNOW ALL THE RESOURCES AND WHAT'S
AVAILABLE.

I SHOULDN'T —— I SHOULDN'T HAVE TO BE THE MODEL CLIENT
TO GET ALL THE ASSISTANCE NECESSARY OR INFORMATION
NECESSARY TO BETTER MY SITUATION.

I FEEL LIKE THAT IS ANOTHER THING THAT CREATES

INEQUITIES.

>> ABSOLUTELY.

AND SO IN US EXPLORING SOME OF THE CHALLENGES AND
REALLY KIND OF GETTING TO OUR FIRST QUESTION AROUND
WHAT ARE THE CULTURALLY SPECIFIC STRATEGIES THAT ARE
DOING, WE ALSO WANTED TO LOOK AT THE CHALLENGES.

AND SO FROM THE CHALLENGES WE MOVED TO WHAT ARE SOME OF
THE STRATEGIES.

NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

AND SO WE'D LIKE TO OUTLINE A FEW OF THE STRATEGIES.

OF COURSE THERE WERE MANY STRATEGIES THAT CAME UP.

BUT HERE ARE SOME OF THE ONES THAT STOOD OUT FOR US.

ONE SURVIVOR SAID I WOULDN'T NECESSARILY SAY THAT THEY
KIND OF FORCE YOU TO LIE, BUT INSTEAD OF LYING,
OMITTING INFORMATION.

BECAUSE IF YOU KNOW YOUR CHANCE OF NOT BEING ABLE TO



GET THIS AND YOU REALLY NEED WHATEVER THIS IS, AND YOU
GIVE UP THIS INFORMATION, YOU WON'T GET THAT.

SO IF YOU JUST DON'T TELL THEM INFORMATION, SO THAT'S A
STRATEGY THAT KIND OF DEPENDS ON THE NEED.

AND SO A LOT OF SURVIVORS ACTUALLY TALKED ABOUT HOW THE
SYSTEM ALMOST FORCES YOU TO NOT TELL THEM SOMETHING,
HOW THE SYSTEM DOESN'T WELCOME THE TRUE WHOLE BLACK
WOMAN COMING TO THE TABLE AND THEIR EXPERIENCES AND

THEIR NEED OF SEEKING HOUSING SERVICES.

>> I MEAN, HAVING ONE THING SHOULDN'T PREVENT YOU FROM
HAVING ANOTHER.

I SHOULDN'T HAVE TO WAIT FOR ONE RESOURCE IN MY LEFT
HAND TO BE DEPLETED BEFORE I CAN GET ANOTHER RESOURCE
THAT I NEED IN MY RIGHT HAND.

IT'S JUST, IT JUST CREATES A CYCLE OF UNFORTUNATE
SITUATIONS AND I FEEL LIKE IF YOU'RE REALLY TRYING TO
HELP, YOU KNOW, HELP ME BECAUSE I REALLY NEED IT.

ME SHOWING UP AND ASKING SHOULD BE ENOUGH.

>> RIGHT.

AND T FEEL YOU, KHADIJAH, BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES WITHIN

THE MOVEMENT, WITHIN THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMUNITY,
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WE SAY WE BELIEVE SURVIVORS BUT DO WE ACTUALLY BELIEVE
SURVIVORS?

HERE'S WHAT ANOTHER SURVIVOR SAID.

WE AS PEOPLE OF COLOR, OUR ROCK BOTTOM COMES EASIER
THAN MOST OTHERS.

WE ALREADY HAVE OUR HARD TIMES EARLY ON.

IF I HAVE TO FIND A WAY, I WILL MAKE A WAY.

KHADIJAH, I KNOW YOU SPOKE A LOT ABOUT THIS.

>> YEAH.

I MEAN, I GUESS, I MEAN, IT'S JUST ABSOLUTELY TRUE, THE
SYSTEM FAVORS YOU AT YOUR WORST BUT THE REALITY IS
STEMMING FROM EVEN LIKE FROM SLAVERY AND BEING SET FREE
WITHOUT RESOURCES NECESSARY TO REBUILD.

AS BLACK WOMEN WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN ABLE TO MAKE A WAY OUT
OF NO WAY.

THE SAYING I WAS DEALT LEMONS BUT I MADE LEMONADE IS
SYNONYMOUS TO BLACK WOMEN.

WE'VE PROVEN TO BE RESILIENT AND MAKE, YOU KNOW, AND
MAKE GOOD OUT OF THE SCRAPS THAT WE'RE GIVEN, EVEN IF
YOU TAKE THE PIG, IT'S NOT GOOD FOR YOU TO CONSUME BUT
IT'S A PART OF OUR HISTORY BECAUSE AND IT'S IN OUR DIET

AND THINGS LIKE THAT BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT WE WERE GIVEN,
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HAM, BUT —— I DON'T EAT PORK, BY THE WAY, BUT.

JUST SAYING.

>> JUST SAYING.

AND IT'S VERY TRUE FOR A LOT OF BLACK WOMEN EXPERIENCES
AROUND THE TABLE.

THERE WAS ANOTHER THING THAT WE ALL ACKNOWLEDGE WAS A
COMMON STRATEGY IN WHICH A SURVIVOR TALKED ABOUT BEING
COMMUNITY AND USING OUR PEERS, OTHER SURVIVORS, EVEN
SURVIVORS AROUND THE TABLE AS COMMUNITY.

BECAUSE THERE WAS THE IDEA THAT WE CAN'T DEPEND ON THE
SYSTEM, WE AS BLACK WOMEN CANNOT ONLY DEPEND ON THE
SYSTEM.

WE HAVE TO USE EACH OTHER AND BUILD COMMUNITY.

AND SO HERE'S WHAT A SURVIVOR SAID ABOUT ONE OF THE
STRATEGIES THAT THEY USE.

I HAVE A SYSTEM WITH MY BEST FRIEND TO HELP EACH OTHER
ouT.

WE GET PAID AT DIFFERENT TIMES, SO WHEN I DON'T HAVE IT
SHE HELPS ME OUT AND VICE VERSA.

YOU HAVE TO HAVE TRUSTED FRIENDS WHO WILL SHARE

RESOURCES WITH NO JUDGMENT.

>> I AGREE.
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I MYSELF HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CREATE A SYSTEM WITHIN MY
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS BECAUSE I KNOW I CAN'T, YOU KNOW,
DEPEND ON THE SYSTEM.

WE COME TOGETHER AND WE MAKE, YOU KNOW, WE MAKE
SCHEDULES AND THINGS LIKE THAT TO ASSIST ONE ANOTHER
AND HOLD EACH OTHER UP.

JUST FOR AN EXAMPLE, IF YOU TAKE THE RECENT COVID
SITUATION AND WHAT IF THE IS THE SCHOOL YEAR EXPECT
TODAY LOOK LIKE COMING THIS FALL IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE,
FOR EXAMPLE, FOR MYSELF TO WORK AND BE A CAREGIVER
THREE DAYS A WEEK.

BUT AS A SINGLE MOTHER I HAVE TO, YOU KNOw, CREATE
RESOURCES FOR MYSELF BECAUSE THIS WILL, AND I FEEL LIKE
THIS WILL DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT OTHER BLACK WOMEN
ACROSS THE SCALE, ESPECIALLY IF YOU A SINGLE MOM AND
THOSE WHO ARE SURVIVORS WHO DON'T HAVE THAT SUPPORT.
I'M CURIOUS TO KNOW WHAT THAT WILL LOOK LIKE FOR, YOU
KNOW, THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN HOUSING.

BUT BECAUSE I HAVE TO MAKE THAT SACRIFICE, I HAVE TO,
YOU KNOW, GO TO MY FRIENDS AND MY FAMILY AND SAY I NEED
YOU ON THIS DAY OR I NEED YOU ON THAT DAY JUST TO
MAINTAIN BECAUSE I DON'T HAVE, THE SYSTEM HASN'T PUT

ANYTHING ELSE IN PLACE AT THIS MOMENT.
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BUT THAT'S JUST A CURRENT EXAMPLE OF THAT.

>> YEAH, ABSOLUTELY.

AND I THINK ANOTHER THING THAT BOTH NKIRU AND I
ACKNOWLEDGE IS SOMETHING THAT WE LEARN THROUGH LIVED
EXPERIENCE AND WE HEARD LOUD AND CLEAR IS THAT THE
SYSTEM REALLY LIMITS A LOT OF PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY
BLACK WOMEN, BY EXPECTING THEM TO JUMP THROUGH HOOPS.
AND SO WHEN WE'RE LOOKING AT OUR POLICIES, WE'RE
LOOKING AT OUR PRACTICES, WE REALLY NEED TO DESIGN THEM
AND SUPPORT PEOPLE THAT WILL REALLY SUPPORT AND INVEST
IN SURVIVORS.

THINKING ABOUT SOME OF OUR HOUSING POLICIES AND EVEN
HOW WE DEFINE HOUSING OR HOMELESSNESS, THERE'S A LOT OF
THAT REALLY CONNECTS TO THIS STATEMENT AROUND —-
COMMUNITY.

IF YOU USE A FRIEND AND A FRIEND OPENS THEIR SPACE TO
YOU AND YOU ARE LIVING ON THEIR COUCH OR SLEEPING IN
MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING, THEN TECHNICALLY YOU'RE NOT
HOMELESS.

BUT WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR FAMILIES THAT ARE TRYING TO
ENGAGE WITH OUR SYSTEM THAT DOESN'T NECESSARILY DEFINE

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS IN A WAY THAT WE EXIST AND
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EXPERIENCE IT.
NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.
AND SO THE REPORT REALLY WAS BASED ON THE EXPERIENCES

OF SURVIVORS.

AND HERE'S WHAT WE GOT TO.
THE ANSWERS TO EVERYTHING THAT WE REALLY HEARD WAS THAT
WE NEED TO SHIFT THE POWER IN A WAY THAT CREATES
EQUITY.

AND SO OUR SERVICES SHOULD REFLECT WHAT SURVIVORS NEED
AND ASK FOR.

THERE SHOULD ALSO BE PATHWAYS THAT BUILD AND SUSTAIN
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN LOVE, WE SHOULD
NOT HAVE TO CHOOSE OR OMIT INFORMATION IN ORDER TO GET
THE SERVICES THAT WE NEED.

HOUSING OPTIONS SHOULD ALSO RESPOND TO THE IMMEDIATE
HOUSING CRISIS THAT SURVIVORS EXPERIENCE, AND ALSO

PROVIDE A PATHWAY TO HOUSING STABILITY FOR SURVIVORS.

>> IF I CAN I'M JUST GOING TO BRIEFLY QUOTE MALCOLM X,
THE MOST DISRESPECTED PERSON IN AMERICA IS THE BLACK
WOMAN, THE MOST UNPROTECTED PERSON IN AMERICA IS THE

BLACK WOMAN.
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AND WHAT I GET FROM THIS STATEMENT IS THAT THE BLACK
WOMAN IS POWERLESS, WE DO NOT HAVE THE WEATHER OR
POWER, BUT ONE CAN SHIFT THAT.

ESPECIALLY SYSTEMS CAN SHIFT THAT BY SHARING THE POWER
AND INVITING US TO THE TABLE.

IF NOT, WE'LL CONTINUE TO BUILD OUR EXPONENTIAL, YOU

KNOW, AND YOU CAN YELL ACROSS TABLES AND NOTHING WILL

GET HEARD.

>> AND SO IT WAS A PHENOMENAL OPPORTUNITY TO NOT ONLY
DEVELOP THIS REPORT, BUT TO CREATE THIS GROUP OF WOMEN,
THIS GROUP OF BLACK WOMEN, OF SURVIVORS WHO WERE READY
AND PREPARED TO BE AT THE TABLE.

AND SO EACH TIME SURVIVORS WERE REALLY HOPING THAT THIS
WASN'T A ONE-TIME THING.

AND SO ALTHOUGH WE HAD TwWO DIFFERENT GROUPS OF
INVITEES, ONE GROUP WAS REALLY FROM A STUDY THAT WE
CONDUCTED EARLIER ON IN THE YEAR, ANOTHER GROUP WAS
BASED ON OUR SPEAKER'S BUREAU WHO ARE A GROUP OF
VOLUNTEERS OF SURVIVORS WHO ARE JUST HOPING TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MOVEMENT IN ANY
WAY.

THEY WERE ALL AT THE TABLE AT DIFFERENT TIMES AND THEY,



30

WE ALMOST HAD TO FORCE PEOPLE, AGAIN, I THINK I SAID
THIS EARLIER TO, OKAY, THIS IS IT, BUT THAT REALLY LED
US TO WANTING TO HAVE MORE DISCUSSIONS AROUND THIS AND
WANTING TO MAKE SURE THAT SURVIVORS ARE CONTINUOUSLY
INVITED TO THE TABLE.

BECAUSE NOT ONLY DO SURVIVORS HAVE VOICE, SURVIVORS

HAVE PRESENCE.

>> YEAH.

I FEEL LIKE SYSTEMS NEED TO NOT TELL US WHAT WE NEED,
BUT FIND OUT AND LISTEN AND ALLOW US ACCESS INTO THE
ROOM SO OUR VOICES ARE HEARD LOUDER, LOUD AND CLEAR.
OUR PATHWAYS ARE UNIQUE TO EACH INDIVIDUAL.

ONE MAY NEED ONE-TIME RENTAL ASSISTANCE, ANOTHER, A
QUALITY PAYING JOB TO SUSTAIN OR MAINTAIN HOUSING.

I FEEL LIKE THE SYSTEM SHOULD COLLECT DATA FROM REAL
PEOPLE AND RECOGNIZE THAT BLACK WOMEN ARE THE DATA, WE
ARE THE INFORMATION AND THE PHYSICAL RESOURCES AND WE
NEED TO BE TREATED AS SUCH.

THE DAYS OF ONE SIZE FITS ALL IS OUTDATED AND
CONTRIBUTES TO THE INEQUITIES IN THE SYSTEM.

IF YOU TRULY WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE NEED, IT'S TIME YOU

ASK US.
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>> ABSOLUTELY, I COULDN'T AGREE MORE.

AND SO JUST BECAUSE WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME HERE I
WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT WE ALSO NOTE THAT ANOTHER THING
THAT REALLY CAME OUT LOUD AND CLEAR IS THAT SURVIVORS
NOT ONLY NEED CONNECTIONS AND TO BE AT THE TABLE, BUT
THEY NEED SOMETHING THAT'S RELATABLE, RELATABLE

CONNECTIONS.

>> YEAH, IT WAS REALLY MAGICAL LIKE IN THE ROOM BECAUSE

THERE'S OBVIOUS, YOU KNOW, THE GROUP WAS LED BY TwWO —-
WELL, WE WERE THE LEADERS BUT A GROUP OF DIVERSE BLACK
WOMEN WHO ALL WERE SURVIVORS WHO WERE ALL AT SOME
POINT, YOU KNOW, DEPENDING ON THE SYSTEM.

BUT WE FELT COMFORTABLE, WE FELT NOT JUDGED OR, YOU
KNOW, LOOKED AT A CERTAIN WAY OR, YOU KNOW, BECAUSE I
SPOKE THIS WAY OR I HAVE THIS CLOTHING ITEM ON THAT I
DIDN'T BELONG.

WE ALL BANDED TOGETHER AND DREW ON OUR, YOU KNOW, WHAT
BROUGHT US TOGETHER IN THE FIRST PLACE, SO IT WAS

REALLY, IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE.

>> T DEFINITELY WOULD AGREE.
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IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCES.

AND WHAT WE HEARD LOUD AND CLEAR, LAST BUT NOT LEAST,
WAS THAT BLACK WOMEN SURVIVORS NEED DEEP INVESTMENTS.
SURVIVORS DON'T NEED —- BLACK WOMEN SURVIVORS DO NOT
NEED WHITE PEOPLE TO SAVE US, WE NEED DEEP INVESTMENTS.
NOT COMING FROM A CAPITALIST PLACE, THEY DON'T THINK WE
NEED STUFF, THAT WE AS BLACK WOMEN DESIRE STUFF.

IF WE DO, AS BLACK WOMEN, WE'RE TOO GREEDY, IF A POOR
BLACK PERSON SAYS THEY WANT SOMETHING OR THEY DESIRE
SOMETHING, THEN AUTOMATICALLY THEY GET TUMBLED.

AND SO THE QUESTION FOR EVERYONE HERE TODAY IS HOW DO

WE INVEST IN A CULTURE THAT WE BELIEVE AS PEOPLE THAT

BLACK WOMEN DESIRE INVESTMENT AND OPPORTUNITIES.
AND INVESTMENT THAT REALLY ALLOWS SURVIVORS TO CONTINUE
GROUPS LIKE THIS, FOR SURVIVORS NOT ONLY TO BE A VOICE

BUT FOR SURVIVORS TO BE AT THE TABLE.

>> AGAIN, PROGRAMS LIKE LATOYA AND NKIRU OFFERED, WELL,
THE FOCUS GROUP THAT THEY OFFERED ARE VITAL TO US AS
SURVIVORS AND I REALLY WISH, YOU KNOW, THAT THEY COULD
BRING IT BACK.

WE NEED TO BE AT THE TABLE AND NO LONGER AN

AFTERTHOUGHT, BUT A PRE-THOUGHT.
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HAVE US IN MIND NOT JUST AS A QUOTA, YOU KNOwW, A BUDGET
SHEET OR A CHARITABLE EFFORT, BUT BE INTENTIONAL WITH
HOW SERVICES ARE OFFERED.

LIKE TACKLE ECONOMIC DISPARITIES, PROVIDE US WITH
SKILLS.

I FEEL LIKE IT'S ALL INTERCONNECTED AND YOU CAN'T
ADDRESS ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER.

IT'S A LARGER PICTURE AND INCLUSION IS A WORD WE CAN
ALL TAKE AWAY FROM THIS TODAY.

ON OUR EXISTENCE -- HONOR OUR EXISTENCE AND
CONTRIBUTIONS NOT ONLY TO THIS COUNTRY, BUT THE WORLD.
BLACK WOMEN CAN BE AND/OR BIRTH THE NEXT PRESIDENT,
INVENTOR, DOCTOR, LAWYER, AND MORE IF YOU SUPPORT US

PROPERLY.

CREATE LONGTERM PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE, YOU KNOW, I MEAN
THAT PROVE TO BE BENEFICIAL AND NOT JUST A TIME
CONSTRAINT.

SO TO SUM IT ALL UP, AN INVESTMENT IN BLACK PEOPLE AND

AN INVESTMENT IN BLACK WOMEN IS RACIAL EQUITY WORK.

>> ABSOLUTELY.
AND I THINK BY US ACKNOWLEDGING THE WAY THAT THE GROUP

WAS DEVELOPED, IT ALLOWED US TO UNDERSTAND THAT PEOPLE
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WILL INVEST AND COMMIT TO OPPORTUNITIES AND STAY IF
THEY FEEL LIKE THEY ARE INVESTED INTO.

THE WAY THAT WE BUILD COMMUNITY IS UP FRONT —-- AND SO
WE'D LIKE TO ENCOURAGE EVERYBODY TO UNDERSTAND THAT
SURVIVORS NEED INVESTMENTS, SURVIVORS NEED OPPORTUNITY,
SURVIVORS NEED TO BE AT THE TABLE.

THANK YOU.

I'M GOING TO HAND THINGS OVER TO OUR NEXT PRESENTER.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, KHADIJAH AND LATOYA.

I THINK YOUR WORK IS REALLY INSPIRING AND I REALLY ALSO
HEARD THE VOICES OF A LOT OF THE WOMEN THAT WE LISTENED
TO IN OUR PROJECT AS WELL.

SO I'M GOING TO TALK ABOUT A SIMILAR PROJECT THAT WE
DID LAST SUMMER THAT ALSO UTILIZED LISTENING SESSIONS

AND THIS, WHAT I'LL TALK ABOUT IN A MINUTE CALLED

COMMUNITY-BASED PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH, WHICH IS REALLY
LETTING SURVIVORS SPEAK, LETTING IN THIS CASE BLACK
SURVIVORS AND IMMIGRANT SURVIVORS, AND TELL US LIKE
WHAT, ABOUT THEIR LIVED EXPERIENCE AND HAVE THAT REALLY
BECOME THE FRAMEWORK.

SO WHAT EVELYN HILL AND I ARE GOING TO TALK ABOUT TODAY

IS REALLY WE'VE USED THIS RESEARCH TO CREATE SORT OF A
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FRAMEWORK ABOUT WHAT WOMEN IN MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES
ARE TELLING US ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES OF HOUSING, AND
THAT WE REALLY HOPE THAT THIS CAN THEN REFRAME HOW WE
SEE THEIR SITUATIONS, HOW WE UNDERSTAND THEM, AND THEN
HOW WE CAN POSITION OURSELVES AS A MOVEMENT TO BE IN
SERVICE TO THAT.

SO NEXT SLIDE, PLEASE.

SO, OH, AND I DO WANT TO ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE EVELYN AND I
WORKED TOGETHER ON THIS PROJECT TO TWO OTHER COMMUNITY
BASED RESEARCHERS, KATRINA ICHARD AND DANIELLE ARCHIE.
WE ALSO HAD ANOTHER TEAM OF RESEARCH THAT WAS BASED OUT
OF LA CLINICA DE PUEBLO AND THEY SERVE IMMIGRANT AND
LATINX POPULATIONS.

I WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS, MARIA,
VITALIA AND LESLIE MOCATO.

WE HAVE TWO TEAMS AND HELD ABOUT NINE SESSIONS WHICH
I'M GOING TO PRESENT ON.

I WILL SAY THE STUDY IS ONGOING BECAUSE WE'RE TAKING

WHAT WE'RE PRESENTING YOU TODAY AND TAKING THAT BACK TO
OTHER GROUPS OF SURVIVORS TO SEE IF THIS RESONATES FOR
THEM AND WHAT'S MISSING AND TO REALLY FILL IN THE GAPS
AND REALLY MAKE SURE WE ACCURATELY UNDERSTOOD AND

REPRESENTED WHAT THE SURVIVORS ARE TELLING US.
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SO OUR APPROACH IS SIMILAR TO WHAT ACTUALLY KHADIJAH
AND LATOYA DESCRIBED IS THAT WE CREATE LIKE A SPACE
WHERE EVERYONE CAN BE HEARD.

WE HAVE SOME QUESTIONS THAT WE KIND OF POSE OUT TO
FOLKS AROUND THE THINGS THAT WE REALLY WANT TO
UNDERSTAND BETTER, AND IN THIS CASE IT'S AROUND HOUSING
CHALLENGES.

IT'S AROUND THOSE SORT OF DIFFICULT AND IMPOSSIBLE
CHOICES THAT WE FORCE SURVIVORS INTO IN TERMS OF THEIR
HOUSING, AND THEN IT'S ABOUT WHAT SERVICES ARE REALLY
NEEDED AND RECOMMENDED FROM SURVIVORS' PERSPECTIVES.
AND I THINK JUST AS WE HEARD IN THE PREVIOUS
PRESENTATION IS THAT WHEN YOU GIVE SURVIVORS A SPACE TO
TALK, THEY WANT TO TALK AND THEY HAVE A LOT TO SAY AND
WHEN THEY FEEL SAFE AND IT'S A TRUSTED ENVIRONMENT THAT
REALLY IT IS ABOUT THE LISTENING.

SO WE DID THESE GROUPS, THEY WERE RECORDED AND
TRANSCRIBED AND THEN ANALYZED BY THE RESEARCH TEAM, AND
NOW AS I MENTIONED WE'RE TAKING THEM BACK TO SEE IF

THEY'RE GOING TO HOLD UP.

SO0, NEXT SLIDE.
AND THIS IS JUST A LITTLE BIT OF INFORMATION ABOUT WHO

WE WERE TALKING TO, THE NUMBERS.
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SO WE DID THREE GROUPS AND THE PARTNERSHIP WAS WITH
CHANGED CHOICES WHICH SERVES FORMERLY INCARCERATED
WOMEN AND PRIMARILY AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN THAT HAD
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM BUT ALSO
EXPERIENCES WITH HOUSING CHALLENGES AND ALSO AS
SURVIVORS.

AND THEN WE HAD A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT POPULATION AT LA
CLINICA.

AND NEXT SLIDE.

OKAY.

SO THIS IS THE MODEL I'M GOING TO TALK ABOUT A LITTLE
BIT.

AND ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WAS REALLY IMPORTANT AND I
THINK SOMETHING THAT WAS KIND OF A LIGHTBULB TO ME IS
OFTEN WHEN WE HAVE PROGRAMS WE THINK WE'RE DONE ONCE WE
GET PEOPLE INTO HOUSING, AND WE DON'T REALLY SEE THAT
THE LIVED EXPERIENCE IS REALLY MORE OF THE CYCLE, IS
THAT MOST OF THE WOMEN WE SPOKE TO EVEN THE HOUSED
WOMEN ARE NOT CONSUMER HOUSED.

LIKE THEY MAY BE ONE PAYCHECK AWAY OR ONE HEALTH CRISIS
AWAY FROM LOSING THEIR HOUSING.

AND SO THAT SENSE OF INSECURITY AND THAT CYCLE IS A

CYCLE THAT THESE WOMEN REALLY SPOKE ABOUT BEING TRAPPED
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IN.

AND SO WHAT WE REALLY WANT TO THINK ABOUT IS WHAT IS
THAT OFF RAMP, HOW CAN WE EXIT AND HELP WOMEN TO EXIT
THIS CYCLE SO THEY CAN BECOME STABLY HOUSED.

NEXT SLIDE.

OKAY.

SO THE FIRST THING WE TALKED, HEARD ABOUT OR WANTED TO
TALK ABOUT WAS ABOUT THE PROCESS OF GETTING HOUSING AND
THAT, YOU KNOW, THIS WON'T BE A SURPRISE TO MANY PEOPLE
THAT FINDING AND SECURING APPROPRIATE HOUSING IS VERY
DIFFICULT.

SO FIRST OF ALL THAT WOMEN SPOKE OF THE SCARCITY OF
HOUSING, THAT THERE JUST REALLY IS A DEARTH OF
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS AND WHAT THAT MEANS IS THAT
LANDLORDS REALLY HAVE ALL THE POWER.

AND SO THERE'S EXTREME COMPETITION FOR THESE AFFORDABLE
UNITS.

AND EVEN AS WE'VE SEEN A PROLIFERATION OF SUPPORTIVE
HOUSING AND HOUSING ADVOCACY IS THAT OFTEN DIFFERENT
GROUPS ARE COMPETING WITH EACH OTHER TO GET THESE VERY
SCARCE UNITS.

AND BECAUSE OF THIS THEN WHAT WE REALLY HEAR IS THAT
STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION AND ALL THESE BIASES COME IN

AND REALLY HARM, YOU KNOW, BLACK SURVIVORS AND LATINX
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OF RESOURCE.

AND SO WOMEN SPOKE ABOUT EXPERIENCING, YOU KNOW,
LANDLORDS WHO MAY NOT WANT TO RENT TO THEM BECAUSE OF
THEIR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BACKGROUND OR WON'T TAKE A
CHANCE ON SOMEONE WHO HAS A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND OR
THAT, YOU KNOW, THERE'S SUBTLE OR NOT SUBTLE
DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE OR IMMIGRATION OR
LANGUAGE, AND THAT THEY EXPERIENCE THIS FROM, YOU KNOW,
NOT JUST LANDLORDS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC, BUT SERVICE
PROVIDERS AS WELL.

AND SO IT'S SORT OF I THINK WAS REALLY POINTED OUT IN
THE LAST GROUP THAT THIS IS THE RACIST ENVIRONMENT THAT
PEOPLE LIVE IN, RIGHT?

AND SO THAT THAT CAN BE A VERY CHALLENGING SITUATION
WHEN YOU'RE EXPERIENCING THESE KIND OF ASSUMPTIONS FROM
EVERYBODY.

AND THEN WE HEARD ABOUT FORMAL SERVICE THAT'S HELP
PEOPLE GET HOUSING, AND THAT CAN BE REALLY A MIXED BAG.
THAT SOME PEOPLE REALLY SPOKE ABOUT POSITIVE
EXPERIENCES THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO GET HOUSING BECAUSE
OF THESE FORMAL SERVICES THAT WERE ABLE TO LINK THEM.
BUT THEN ALSO IT WASN'T THAT EASY.

JUST BECAUSE SERVICES CAN BE SILOED, SO SILOED OR KIND
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OF SEPARATE FROM EACH OTHER, AND SO IF YOU'RE PLUGGED

INTO ONE SERVICE THAT IF THEY SEE YOUR MENTAL HEALTH OR
YOUR SUBSTANCE ABUSE IS THE PRIMARY NEED, THEY MAY HAVE
NO EXPERTISE IN HOUSING AND HELPING YOU TO GET ACCESS
TO HOUSING, AND EVEN THOUGH, YOU KNOW, SURVIVORS WOULD
TALK ABOUT SAYING THIS IS WHAT I NEED, I NEED HOUSING,
THE PEOPLE THAT WERE WORKING WITH THEM WERE NOT ALWAYS
EQUIPPED TO PROVIDE THAT HOUSING.

OR PROVIDE THAT LINKAGE.

SO, NEXT.

SO EVEN WHEN PEOPLE GOT HOUSED, THE OTHER HOUSING
SITUATIONS WERE FAR FROM STABLE FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS
THAT MAY BE AGAIN FAMILIAR TO FOLKS.

SO ONE IS THAT THE ENVIRONMENTS WEREN'T REALLY
NECESSARILY AN ENVIRONMENT THEY WOULD WANT TO STAY IN
FOR A LONG TIME.

AND SO THAT FOR SOME PEOPLE COULD BE ABOUT THESE, THE
HOUSING WAS ACCESSIBLE TO AN ABUSIVE PARTNER OR THE
PARTNER WAS STALKING THEM.

SOMETIMES IT WAS BECAUSE IT WAS IN A NEIGHBORHOOD THAT
WASN'T SAFE, THAT IT MIGHT BE THAT THE AFFORDABLE UNITS
MIGHT BE IN NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE THERE'S DRUGS OR

COMMUNITY VIOLENCE OR THERE'S NOT ACCESS TO FOOD, THAT
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THERE ISN'T GOOD ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANS PORT, ALL THESE
THINGS KEEP PEOPLE KIND OF UNSTABLE AND ISOLATED.

THE HOUSING ITSELF WAS OFTEN SUBSTANDARD, SO WOMEN

DESCRIBED, YOU KNOW, REALLY HOMES WITH MOLD OR WITH
VERMIN THAT THEY ENDED UP HAVING TO DOUBLE UP INTO
SITUATIONS THAT WERE PRETTY OVERCROWDED.

THAT THESE HOMES WERE ALSO UNSTABLE BECAUSE OF THE
STRAINED HOUSEHOLD RESOURCES IN THE PERCENTAGE OF
INCOME THAT THEY WOULD NEED TO PROVIDE IN ORDER TO PAY
THESE VERY HIGH RENTS WASN'T SUSTAINABLE EITHER.

SO ESPECIALLY IF THEY WERE IN A SITUATION WHERE THEY
HAD LOW WAGE WORK OR HEALTH PROBLEMS OR CHILDCARE
CHALLENGES OR TRANSPORTATION, OR IF TRAUMA KIND OF CAME
UP IN A WAY THAT INTERFERED WITH THEIR ABILITY TO EARN
OR HAVE AN INCOME, THAT THAT WAS A PROBLEM FOR, YOU
KNOW, STAYING STABLY HOUSED.

AND THEN I THINK AS WE SAwW IN THE VIDEO, THE NETWORK
IMPOVERISHMENT WAS SOMETHING WE HEARD ABOUT AS WELL.

SO IN A LOT OF THESE COMMUNITIES, EVERYBODY AS A
COMMUNITY IS EXPERIENCING THIS OPPRESSION.

AND SO WHEN PEOPLE ARE STRUGGLING THEY AREN'T ALWAYS IN
A POSITION TO PROVIDE SUPPORT.

AND THAT WE ALSO HEARD THAT SOMETIMES RELATIONSHIPS



41

DAMAGED BY DV ACTUALLY MADE IT LESS POSSIBLE TO REACH
OUT TO, SO LIKE FRIENDS AND FAMILY FOR SUPPORT.

AND THE OTHER THING WE DID HEAR ABOUT WAS SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION.

AND SO OFTEN IN THESE UNITS LIKE IF YOU'RE SHORT ON THE

RENT OR IF YOU NEED A CERTAIN REPAIR, THAT, YOU KNOW,
LANDLORDS OR REPAIR PEOPLE WOULD OFFER, WANT SEXUAL
FAVORS IN ORDER TO HAVE PEOPLE, KIND OF GIVE PEOPLE
WHAT THEY NEED.

AND SO THIS WAS LIKE A VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION.

FORMAL SERVICES WERE ALSO THERE, YOU KNOW, THERE ARE
FORMAL SERVICES THAT PROVIDE RENTAL ASSISTANCE OR
EMERGENCY GRANTS AND THOSE KIND OF THINGS, BUT THEY
ALSO TALKED ABOUT IS THOSE AREN'T EASILY ACCESSIBLE,
AND AGAIN, I THINK WE KIND OF KNOW THIS TO BE ABOUT THE
SCARCITY OF THOSE RESOURCES IN A COMMUNITY.

AND SO OFTEN SERVICE PROVIDERS CREATE SIGNIFICANT
BARRIERS TO FIGURE OUT WHO DESERVES HELP AND WHO
DOESN'T DESERVE HELP, AND BIAS CAN COME INTO THAT AS
WELL.

SO IT'S NEVER CLEAR, THERE ARE OFTEN, YOU REALLY HAVE
TO DEMONSTRATE LIKE THAT YOU DESERVE THIS HELP AND IT'S

REALLY CONFUSING ABOUT WHERE TO GO.



42

OKAY.

NEXT.

AND THEN FINALLY, WE HEARD WOMEN AGAIN AND AGAIN TALK
ABOUT THIS LOSS OF HOUSING THAT WAS COMMON AND THAT
COULD HAPPEN BECAUSE OF EVICTION, WHICH IN OUR STATE,
NORTH CAROLINA, COULD HAPPEN QUITE QUICKLY.

THAT ALSO GENTRIFICATION WAS AN ISSUE, SO EVEN IF YOU

ARE ABLE TO FIND AFFORDABLE HOUSING THAT THOSE RENTS
CAN INCREASE AND THEY MIGHT INCREASE BEYOND YOUR
ABILITY TO PAY.

AND THEN THERE CAN BE ALL KINDS OF OTHER FINANCIAL OR
HOUSING CRISIS THAT WOULD CAUSE PEOPLE TO LOSE THEIR
HOUSING.

SO, NEXT.

SO WE ALSO WANTED TO THINK SPECIFICALLY HOW DID
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REALLY AFFECT SURVIVORS 'EXPERIENCE
WITHIN THIS CYCLE.

BECAUSE THIS IS A CYCLE THAT KEEPS PEOPLE TRAPPED,
RIGHT?

SO IT KEEPS PEOPLE TRAPPED WHO ARE BLACK OR FROM SOME
OTHER OPPRESSED GROUP OR WHO ARE POOR.

BUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ALSO PLAYED SORT OF A UNIQUE ROLE

WITHIN THAT, AND SOME OF THAT WAS ABOUT WE HEARD ABOUT
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INDEPENDENT OR ABUSER IMPACT ON SOMEBODY'S CREDIT OR
HOUSING HISTORY THAT WAS SOMETHING THAT WAS UNIQUE FOR
SURVIVORS.

WE ALSO HEARD THAT SURVIVORS, YOU KNOW, EVEN AS THEY
WERE LEAVING THESE DV RELATIONSHIPS MIGHT, IT DIDN'T
PREVENT THAT, DIDN'T MEAN THAT THEY WOULDN'T HAVE NEW
EXPERIENCES OF TRAUMA OR VIOLENCE AND OFTEN THEY WERE

VULNERABLE IN DIFFERENT WAYS TO PEOPLE TAKING ADVANTAGE

OF THEM OR ABUSING THEM OR BEING VICTIMS OF COMMUNITY
VIOLENCE.

THAT SURVIVORS AS THEY EXIT ALSO NEED TIME TO HEAL AND
THAT TIME ISN'T ALWAYS FACTORED INTO SORT OF THE
PRESSURES THEY HAVE TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND TO BE
HOUSED.

AND SO SOME SURVIVORS TALKED ABOUT, YOU KNOW, ONCE
THEY'RE HOUSED IS ACTUALLY THE TIME WHEN, OKAY, I'VE
BEEN STRUGGLING AND NOW SOMETIMES YOU EVEN FALL APART
BECAUSE YOU HAVE THAT SECURITY OF YOUR OWN HOME AND
YOU'VE BEEN HOLDING IT TOGETHER FOR SO LONG.

AND SO, BUT IT'S REALLY HARD TO FALL APART WHEN YOU
HAVE TO PAY RENT AND KIND OF LIVE UP TO ALL THESE

EXPECTATIONS THAT THEY MIGHT FIND NEW TRIGGERS IN THE
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ENVIRONMENT WHERE THEY ARE, ESPECIALLY WE HEARD THIS A
LOT FROM WOMEN WHO WERE IN UNSAFE NEIGHBORHOODS.

AND WE HEARD A LOT ABOUT SOCIAL NETWORKS THAT WERE
STRAINED AND WE TALKED ABOUT THAT A LITTLE BIT, BUT
THERE MIGHT BE DAMAGED RELATIONSHIPS WITH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS, SO THAT MIGHT BE BECAUSE, YOU KNOW, THAT
SOMETIMES FRIENDS AND FAMILIES WOULD BE FRUSTRATED WITH
SURVIVORS FOR NOT LEAVING WHEN THEY THOUGHT THEY SHOULD
AND JUST NOT HAVE THE PATIENCE WITH THEM.

SOMETIMES IT WOULD BE BECAUSE ABUSERS OR PARTNERS KEPT

THEM FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND UNDERMINED THOSE

RELATIONSHIPS, AND SO THERE WAS A LOT OF PREPARE THAT
HAD TO —— REPAIR THAT HAD TO HAPPEN THAT WAS RELATED TO
THIS RELATIONSHIP THAT WOMEN ALSO TALKED ABOUT SORT OF
THE ISOLATION AND SHAME THEY FELT AND IT WAS HARD TO
REACH OUT AND IT WAS ALSO HARD TO TRUST PEOPLE AFTER
GOING THROUGH AN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP.

S0, NEXT.

SO I'M GOING TO TURN IT OVER TO EVELYN NOW AND I THINK
SHE'S GOING TO SHARE WITH YOU WHAT WE THINK, WHAT KIND
OF RECOMMENDATIONS CAME OUT OF THIS FOR HOW WE THINK
THIS CAN IMPROVE SERVICES AND POLICY.

EVELYN, ARE YOU THERE?
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EVELYN, ANY CHANCE YOU'RE ON MUTE?

>> CAN YOU HEAR ME?

>> YES, THERE WE GO.

>> 0KAY.

THERE YOU GO.

YOU CAN HEAR ME.

OKAY.

SO I'D LIKE TO THANK EVERYBODY FOR COMING, THIS IS A
VERY IMPORTANT TOPIC FOR ME NOT ONLY PROFESSIONALLY BUT

PERSONALLY.

JUST A LITTLE BIT OF MY BACKGROUND.

I'M CONSIDERED, I'M WHAT MOST PEOPLE WOULD CONSIDER A
—— — I AM A SINGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALE WITH FOUR
CHILDREN, TWO GRANDKIDS, FORMERLY INCARCERATED, I'VE
BEEN HOME FROM PRISON NOW FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS.

I WAS RELEASED IN 2017, AND I'M ALSO A SURVIVOR OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

SO I THINK I PROBABLY HIT EVERY MAJOR SITUATION, AS MY
GRANDMOTHER WOULD CALL IT, THAT COULD POSSIBLY BE HIT.

BUT SOME OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WE CAME THROUGH



46

WHEN WE SAT DOWN WITH LADIES AND THE FACT THAT I WAS
ABLE TO SIT WITH THESE WOMEN WHO HAD SIMILAR STORIES AS
MINE WAS, WAS AN HONOR FOR ME.

ONE OF THE FIRST RECOMMENDATIONS WAS INCREASING SUPPORT
FOR HEALING AND EMPOWERMENT.

AND WHAT THAT LOOKED LIKE FOR MOST LADIES WAS THAT WE
HAD TO GET PAST THE FACT THAT WE AT ONE TIME WERE
VICTIMS.

I DON'T LIKE THAT WORD, IT MAKES IT FEEL, I FEEL LIKE
THAT WORD HAS A PRECONCEIVED NOTION OF US BEING WEAK.
WE ARE NOT WEAK WOMEN, WE WERE WOMEN THAT WERE INVOLVED
IN SITUATIONS THAT CAUSED A LOT OF, I WANT TO SAY
SHAME, SOME GUILT, IT DESTROYED FAMILIES, SOMETIMES
LIVES.

SO WHEN WE TALK ABOUT HEALING WE ARE TALKING ABOUT

BEING ABLE TO SIT WITH PEOPLE THAT CAN UNDERSTAND WE'RE
NOT LOOKING FOR SYMPATHY.

WE'RE LOOKING FOR EMPATHY.

WE NEED YOU TO UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION, NOT PITY US.
BECAUSE WE DON'T SIT AROUND AND HAVE PITY PARTIES, I
CAN GUARANTEE YOU THAT.

ONE OF THE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS WAS CHALLENGING PUBLIC

ATTITUDES ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, INCARCERATION,
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IMMIGRATION, AND RACE.

NOwW, ME PERSONALLY I HEAR A LOT OF PEOPLE SAYING THAT
WE'RE ASKING FOR A SEAT AT THE TABLE.

MY PERSONAL VIEWS ARE I NO LONGER WANT TO SIT AT A
TABLE THAT'S ENCOMPASSED WITH SYSTEMATIC RACISM.

I wWOULD RATHER PREPARE MY OWN TABLE.

I WOULD RATHER BE GIVEN THE ECONOMIC ABILITY TO MAKE
CHANGES SO THAT WHEN WE MOVE FORWARD, DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, FORMER INCARCERATION AND RACE IS NO LONGER AT
THE FOREFRONT OF THE CONVERSATION.

IT IS A CONVERSATION THAT NEEDS TO BE TAKING PLACE,
HOWEVER, IT DOESN'T NEED TO BE THE PRIMARY
CONVERSATION.

I THINK ECONOMICS IS OUR PROBLEM.

WHEN YOU LOOK AT PROTECTING TENANTS 'RIGHTS AND
EDUCATING LANDLORDS, I THINK PEOPLE NEED TO BE EDUCATED

ON THE FACT THAT EVEN THOUGH WE ARE NOW SURVIVORS OF

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WE STILL NEED SAFE AND AFFORDABLE AND
CANNOT BE INTERCHANGEABLE.

THEY'RE ONE IN THE SAME.

DONS PUT ME IN A HOUSE AND THINK YOU'VE HOUSED ME IN A
DRUG INFESTED NEIGHBORHOOD OR GIVE MY ABUSER STILL

ACCESS TO ME WHERE I'M NOT GETTING THE PROTECTION
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THAT'S AFFORDED TO ME BY THE POLICE OR THE SYSTEM.

SO WHEN I LOOK AT EXPANDING RESOURCES AND ACCESS, IT
DOES COME DOWN TO FINANCING.

THE MONEY NEEDS TO BE ALLOCATED FOR THE COMMUNITIES
THAT ARE AT RISK, AND USUALLY GOING TO BE BLACK AND
BROWN COMMUNITIES.

WOMEN ARE A, ARE NO LONGER EXPENDABLE, AND I KNOW FOR A
LONG TIME OUR RIGHTS HAVE BEEN TRAMPLED ON AND FOR A
LONG TIME WE DON'T GET THE SAME SERVICES THAT WE'RE
ENTITLED TO.

AND I THINK THAT FIGHT MUST CONTINUE.

I THINK WHEN YOU LOOK AT ALL OF THIS, ALL OF OUR
RECOMMENDATIONS, WHAT IT STILL BOILS DOWN SO TO IS WHEN
THERE'S RIGHTS AND PEOPLE HAVE TO BE WILLING TO CHANGE
THEIR MINDS SO THEY CAN CHANGE THEIR HEARTS, AND THAT'S
THE ONLY WAY WE'RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO MOVE FORWARD AND
HAVE ECONOMIC STABILITY, FAIR HOUSING, ADEQUATE HEALTH
CARE, NO LONGER LIVING IN FOOD DESERTS, NO LONGER

LIVING IN HOUSING THAT'S SUBSTANDARD WHERE LANDLORDS

ARE ALLOWED TO NOT SPRAY FOR ROACHES OR BUGS, THAT
POLICE ARE NOT POLICING THE NEIGHBORHOODS LIKE THEY
NEED TO AND WE'RE AFFECTED WITH DRUGS AND VIOLENCE.

ALL OF THAT NEEDS TO BE CLEANED UP AND THE ONLY WAY YOU
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CAN CLEAN THAT UP IS WE HAVE TO HAVE A CONVERSATION.
AND I THINK THIS IS THE START OF THAT CONVERSATION.

SO, AND T KNOwW I PROBABLY SPED THROUGH THAT, I'M SORRY.
BUT WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS?

IS THERE ANYTHING MISSING OR WHAT WOULD YOU SEE AS A

PRIORITY FOR WOMEN, MINORITIES?

>> S0 BRITTANY, WE TALKED ABOUT IF THERE'S A WAY TO
MAKE THIS LIKE MORE INTERACTIVE OR IF WE WANT TO JUST
MOVE TO Q & A AND KIND OF PICK UP THESE QUESTIONS
THERE.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT WOULD WORK BEST?

>> S0 THERE'S NO REAL WAY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO SPEAK,
BUT IF FOLKS WANT TO POP THEIR THOUGHTS INTO THE CHAT
BOX, CURIOUS IF KHADIJAH OR LATOYA HAVE ANY THOUGHTS
ABOUT THESE RECOMMENDATIONS OR PRIORITIES.

WHAT DO Y'ALL THINK

>> YEAH, I WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM KHADIJAH AND LATOYA.

>> FOLKS CAN ALSO FEEL FREE TO PUT THEIR RESPONSES IN

THE CHAT.

AND WE DO HAVE SOME QUESTIONS THAT FOLKS SUBMITTED WITH



50

THEIR REGISTRATION, SO WE CAN KIND OF WAIT ANOTHER
SECOND AND SEE IF FOLKS HAVE RESPONSES, AND THEN PIVOT

TO THE Q & A IF IT SEEMS APPROPRIATE.

>> THANKS, BRITTANY.

THIS IS MARIUM.

IF ANYONE WANTS TO RESPOND IN THE CHAT I'M HAPPY TO
READ THAT OUT SO EVERYONE IS ON THE SAME PAGE.

SO IF YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS ABOUT WHAT EVELYN HAS
TALKED ABOUT AND WHAT SHANTI HAS TALKED ABOUT IN TERMS
OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT YOU SEE ON THE SCREEN,
YOU'RE WELCOME TO SHARE THOSE.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR THOSE WHO DID SUBMIT QUESTIONS
FOR OUR FANTASTIC PRESENTERS.

I'M HAPPY TO POPCORN THOSE OUT NOW TO OUR PRESENTERS
AND SEE KIND OF WHERE WE LAND ON SOME OF THOSE.

I WILL GIVE A MOMENT TO THE CHAT AND SEE IF ANYONE SAYS
ANYTHING ELSE.

SO WE HAVE SOME THOUGHTS IN TERMS OF INCREASING HEALING
IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL AND EVERYTHING SHE SAID WAS
SPOT-ON.

THANK YOU, I TOTALLY AGREE.

THERE NEED TO BE A COMPREHENSIVE AND LONGTERM



ASSISTANCE SO IT'S NOT ONE AND DONE.

LINKING THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, INCARCERATION,
IMMIGRATION, AND RACE, INTERSECTIONAL OPPRESSIONS AND
YOUR LIBERATION IS TIED TO MY LIBERATION.

THANK YOU FOR THAT, KATHY.

>> MARIUM, LATOYA IS SAYING THAT THEY CAN RESPOND AS

WELL, SO I THINK WE COULD TURN IT OVER.

>> YEAH, LATOYA, GO AHEAD.

>> YEAH, SO THANK YOU, EVELYN AND SHANTI.

THIS WAS PHENOMENAL.

IT ACTUALLY SPOKE TO A LOT OF WHAT WE SAW AND WHAT WE
HEARD IN THE GROUPS THAT WE CONVENED WITH SURVIVORS.
AND I THINK IN TERMS OF INCREASING SUPPORT AND HEALING,
THERE NEEDS TO BE LIKE A MULTI-LEVEL RESPONSE, RIGHT?
AND SO IT'S NOT ABOUT WHAT WE'RE DOING JUST ON THIS
LEVEL, BUT IT NEEDS TO ALSO HAPPEN AT A SYSTEMS LEVEL.
IT NEEDS TO HAPPEN IN HOUSING SYSTEMS, IN OUR JUDICIAL
SYSTEMS, AND THERE REALLY NEEDS TO BE A WAY THAT
SURVIVORS ARE INCLUDED, IT NEEDS TO BE INTENTIONAL,
AUTHENTIC, MEANINGFUL, MEANING SURVIVORS DO NOT NEED TO
BE TOKENIZED, RIGHT?

BECAUSE THAT'S NOT A WAY TO EMPOWER SURVIVORS.
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I THINK, YOU KNOW, WHEN WE THINK ABOUT POWER, WE NEED
TO THINK ABOUT HOW WE SHIFT POWER.

BECAUSE IT CAN BE REALLY UNCOMFORTABLE AND IT REALLY
CAN, I'M LOOKING AT NUMBER 2 HERE, CHALLENGE THE
ATTITUDES ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, AND EVEN CHALLENGE
THE ATTITUDES IN WHICH WAY WE THINK ABOUT BLACK WOMEN
IN, RIGHT?

AND SO WHEN WE THINK ABOUT THAT, WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO
READY TO UNDERSTAND THE INDICATORS OF POWER.

WHO HOLDS THE MOST POWER, RIGHT?

HOW DO WE KNOW WHO HOLDS THE POWER, BECAUSE OF YOUR
POSITION.

BECAUSE YOU CAN'T OBSERVE POWER IN YOUR PLACE OF POWER,
WHICH MEANS THAT WE NEED TO ASK THE PEOPLE WHO ARE
CLOSEST TO THE PAIN.

HOW DO WE GET YOU TO THE POWER, WE NEED TO INVITE THEM
TOO SO THAT THEY CAN FEEL IN POWER, SO THAT THEY CAN
UNDERSTAND AND SO THAT WE CAN CHALLENGE ATTITUDES
AROUND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, INCARCERATION, IMMIGRATION,
AND RACE.

WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO ALLOW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SURVIVORS
TO CO-CREATE WITH THEM AND TELL ME HOW DO WE, HOW DO WE

SHOW UP AND HOW DO WE CONTINUOUSLY SHOW UP.
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HOW DO WE SET THE AGENDA IN A WAY THAT ALLOWS PEOPLE TO

SHIFT AND ALLOWS PEOPLE INPUT AND TO COCREATE.

KHADIJAH, I KNOW YOU MAY WANT TO ADD A LITTLE BIT TO

THIS.

>> YES.

I ABSOLUTELY AGREE WITH WHAT I BELIEVE EVELYN SAID
ABOUT ECONOMICS BEING THE I GUESS LIKE THE STARTING
POINT OUT FOUNDATION FOR ALL OF THESE PRELIMINARY
RECOMMENDATIONS, ESPECIALLY FOR ME BECAUSE I FEEL LIKE
AS A SURVIVOR A LOT OF TIMES, FOR EXAMPLE, I DIDN'T
LEAVE MY SITUATION BECAUSE I WAS IN A SITUATION WHERE I
WAS THE, A STAY-AT-HOME MOM, AND YOU KNOW, I THOUGHT I
DID EVERYTHING RIGHT, LIKE THE MAN IS THE PROVIDER AND
THIS IS, YOU KNOW, HE'S GOING TO TAKE CARE OF THIS AND
THAT BILL AND I'M SUPPOSED TO JUST TAKE CARE OF THE
CHILDREN.

BUT IF I HAD THE ECONOMIC RESOURCES OR I FELT LIKE I
COULD, YOU KNOwW, AT THAT TIME FLY ON MY OWN, I WOULD
HAVE LEFT THAT BAD RELATIONSHIP A LOT SOONER BECAUSE I
KNEW THAT I RAN THE RISK OF IF I LEAVE THIS, WHAT AM I
GOING TO?

DRAGGING MY CHILDREN THROUGH A SYSTEM OR, YOU KNOW,
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SLEEPING GOD KNOWS WHERE, BUT IT STILL OFFERED, THE
SAME PERSON THAT OFFERED ME THE ABUSE OFFERED ME THE
SAFETY AND SECURITY IN SOME WAYS AT THE SAME TIME.

SO FOR ME PERSONALLY I FEEL THAT THE ECONOMIC SITUATION

IS DEFINITELY IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT WILL PREVENT, YOU
KNOW, ONE FROM BEING IN A CYCLE AND NOT, YOU KNOW,
HAVING TO STAY IN IT LONG.

SO, DEFINITELY INCREASING, INCREASING THOSE RESOURCES
AND GRANTING US ACCESS TO DIFFERENT SKILLS THAT CAN
EMPOWER US AND ALLOW US TO TAKE OUR POWER BACK IS VERY
IMPORTANT.

SO I DEFINITELY AGREE WITH EVERYTHING.

>> YEAH.

YEAH, I AGREE WITH EVERYTHING THAT'S BEING SAID AS
WELL, AND JUST I THINK WHEN YOU WERE SAYING, KHADIJAH,
AND YOU TOO, EVELYN, ABOUT LIKE ECONOMICS BEING THE
PRIMARY ISSUE SO MANY TIMES AND THAT AS A MOVEMENT WE
HAVEN'T ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD THAT VERY WELL.

YOU KNOW, BECAUSE WE ARE, WE, I THINK THIS IS CHANGING,
HOPEFULLY, BUT I THINK WE'VE THOUGHT OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE IN THIS REALLY NARROW WAY.

AND WHEN WE REALLY LISTEN TO WOMEN, LIKE WE HEAR ABOUT
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THE ECONOMICS AND WE HEAR ABOUT THE RACISM AND WE HEAR
ABOUT ALL THESE OTHER THINGS THAT WE HAVEN'T REALLY
THOUGHT IT WAS OURS TO DEAL WITH OR FIX, AND I THINK
THAT HAS TO CHANGE.

AND I'M JUST CURIOUS T0O, LIKE WHAT YOU ALL WOULD THINK

ABOUT IT SOUNDS LIKE WHAT, I'M HEARING IS THIS IDEA

ABOUT TABLES AND THAT, YOU KNOW, LATOYA IS SAYING WE
HAVE TO BE AT MULTIPLE TABLES AND EVELYN IS SAYING WE
HAVE TO MAKE OUR OWN TABLE, OR, YOU KNOw, MAYBE WE NEED
TO GO TO DIFFERENT TABLES.

SO I'M JUST CURIOUS IF YOU GUYS CAN TALK MORE ABOUT
THAT, OR EVELYN, MAYBE WHAT DOES THAT MEAN TO YOU TO
MAKE YOUR OWN TABLE?

AND HOW DO WE GET —-

>> WHEN I THINK OF CREATING OUR OWN TABLES I JUST THINK
OF US PUTTING OURSELVES IN A POSITION WHERE WE ARE
ECONOMICALLY STABLE.

AND I KNOW IT'S NOT ALWAYS FEASIBLE, RIGHT NOW MY KIDS
ARE GROWN, I'M LOOKING AT 18, 19, 24, AND 28.

I'M ABLE TO WORK THREE JOBS, NOT BECAUSE I WANT TO, BUT
BECAUSE I WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT I CAN ALWAYS LIVE IN A
PLACE THAT I FEEL COMFORTABLE AND THAT I DON'T HAVE TO

WORRY ABOUT WALKING OUTSIDE MY DOOR AT NIGHT TO GUNFIRE
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IT REQUIRES ME TO WORK TO GET THERE.

NOw, WOULD IT BE BETTER IF JOBS PAID MORE?

OF COURSE, THERE'S ALL KIND OF CONVERSATIONS THAT CAN
COME TO THE TABLE.

BUT WE FIRST HAVE TO BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT AND
ACCEPT THAT MOST BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE, WOMEN AND MEN,

DON'T GET PAID THE SAME AS THEIR COUNTERPARTS.

THEREFORE WE DON'T EVEN BEGIN TO HAVE A SEAT AT THE
TABLE.

YOU KNOW, IT'S LIKE WE'RE STANDING IN THE BACK OF THE
CHAIR WHEN YOU COULD BE PUSHED UP TO THE TABLE.

WHEN I SAY CREATING OUR OWN TABLES I'M JUST SAYING
THINGS NEED TO BE MORE EQUAL.

MAYBE WE DO NEED TO OPEN UP OUR OWN BUSINESSES, MAYBE
WE NEED TO FURTHER OUR EDUCATION, I'M IN SCHOOL NOW.
MAYBE THAT'S THE ANSWER, BUT THERE CAN BE MULTIPLE
ASPECTS TO THE SAME QUESTION, WE JUST HAVE TO DECIDE
WHAT WORKS BEST FOR THAT PARTICULAR PERSON.

EVERYTHING IS NOT GOING TO BE COOKIE CUTTER.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, EVELYN.

LATOYA OR KHADIJAH, DID YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS ABOUT
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SHANTI'S QUESTION?

>> T THINK OF TABLES AS IN WE WANT TO BE AS SURVIVORS
AND AS A BLACK WOMAN, WE WANT TO BE HEARD AND WE WANT
TO BE INVITED INTO THE ROOM BASICALLY.

A LOT OF TIMES WE'RE EXCLUDED AND WE'RE JUST
INFORMATION OR DATA OR STATISTICS, BUT WHEN I SAY
INVITE US TO THE TABLE IT'S INVITE US TO BE A PART OF
THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

I MEAN, BECAUSE ULTIMATELY THE DECISIONS ARE GOING TO

IMPACT US, YOU KNOW, MORE THAN ANYBODY ELSE.

SO WE SHOULD BE A PART OF THAT, WE SHOULD, AND THAT'S
WHAT I SAID WHERE WE CAN —- THE WORD IS INCLUSION, WE
NEED TO BE INCLUDED.

YOU NEED TO INCLUDE US IN THESE THINGS AND NOT TELL US
WHAT WE NEED.

HOW CAN YOU TELL SOMEONE WHAT THEY NEED WHEN YOU, YOU
AREN'T THEM AND YOU HAVEN'T BEEN IN THE SITUATION AND,
YOU KNOW, YOU'RE SO FAR REMOVED ON EVERY LEVEL, YOU
KNOW.

I MEAN, WE'RE ALL HUMAN BUT AT THE SAME TIME, HOW WE
THINK OR HOW WE, OUR ENVIRONMENTS ARE DIFFERENT, WHAT

SHAPED OUR VIEWS ARE DIFFERENT.
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SO YOU CAN'T TELL ME WHAT I NEED, I HAVE TO TELL YOU
WHAT I NEED.

AND THEN WE CAN WORK TOGETHER TO, YOU KNOW, FACILITATE
THAT AND MAKE THAT, YOU KNOW, THE OUTCOME BE BENEFICIAL
FOR BOTH PARTIES AND GOOD FOR EVERYONE, BUT YOU CAN'T
JUST TELL SOMEBODY WHAT THEY NEED.

EVERYONE SHOULD BE RESPECT IN THEIR EXPERIENCE AND NOT
BE, HOW CAN I EXPLAIN IT.

I DON'T WANT TO NECESSARILY SAY OVERLOOKED BUT JUST
MORE SO RESPECTED, RESPECT THAT I KNOW WHAT'S BEST FOR
ME AND NOT JUST JUDGE ME THAT I'M NOT COMPETENT BECAUSE

I'VE GOTTEN MYSELF IN A SITUATION OR I COME FROM A

CERTAIN BACKGROUND.

SO I GUESS THAT'S WHAT FOR ME WHAT TABLE REPRESENTS.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, KHADIJAH.

I THINK THAT'S INCREDIBLY VALUABLE AND IMPORTANT.
LATOYA, DID YOU WANT TO ADD ANYTHING ELSE BEFORE WE
START TURNING TO SOME QUESTIONS IN THE CHAT THAT PEOPLE

SENT IN EARLIER?

>> YEAH, SURE.

I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE RECOGNIZE WHEN WE TALK
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ABOUT BEING INVITED TO THE TABLE, WHEN I HEAR BLACK
WOMEN WHO ARE SURVIVORS TALKING ABOUT BEING TO THE
TABLE, THEY'RE REALLY SPEAK TO GO THE CONVERSATIONS
THAT ARE ALREADY HAPPENING.

THEY'RE ALSO SPEAKING TO THE ROOMS WHERE, THAT ARE
WHITE SPACES AND THE ROOMS IN WHICH THEY KNOW WILL ARE
THERE, RIGHT, AND IT'S THE —— IT'S LIKE HEY, WE'RE OVER
HERE AND THEY'RE LIKE, OKAY, WE'LL GET TO YOU AND IT'S
LIKE, NO, LET US IN.

AND SO THAT'S WHAT WE'RE HEARING, WE'RE HEARING THAT,
YOU KNOW, WE ARE WILLING TO SHOW UP.

WE ARE WILLING TO TELL YOU WHAT WE WANT, WHAT WE NEED.
WE JUST WANT TO BE HEARD.

THEY ALSO HAVE, YOU KNOW, WE ALSO HAVE GROUPS OF

SURVIVORS WHO ARE ALREADY LIKE CONTINUOUSLY SHOW UP.
THIS IS KHADIJAH'S FIRST WEBINAR, THIS IS HER FIRST
TIME PRESENTING, SO I AM SO PROUD OF HER RIGHT NOw, I
JUST HAVE TO SAY THAT BECAUSE SHE CONTINUOUSLY SHOWS
up.

THERE ARE MANY OTHERS JUST LIKE KHADIJAH WHO ARE
WILLING TO SHOW UP, WHO ARE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE.
WHO ARE WILLING TO GUIDE THESE DISCUSSIONS AND TO LEAD

IN A WAY THAT WE NEED THEM TO LEAD.
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THEY JUST NEED HELP ELEVATING THEIR VOLUNTEER VOICES,
ELEVATING THEIR EXPERIENCES AND CONCERNS IN THOSE
SPACES.

AND SO IF THEY DON'T JUST AS WE'RE SEEING IN THE BLACK
LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT, IT'S STILL GOING TO HAPPEN,
THEY'RE STILL GOING TO BUILD THEIR OWN TABLE, BUT THEY
SHOULDN'T HAVE TO, YOU KNOwW, IF WE CAN WORK TOGETHER TO

MAKE IT HAPPEN.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, LATOYA.

SO QUESTION THAT I WANT TO TURN INTO THAT WAS SENT IN
TO ME IN THE CHAT AND THEN ALSO THAT WAS PROPOSED
EARLIER IS LATOYA AND SHANTI, I THINK EITHER OF YOU
COULD SPEAK TO THIS, CAN YOU TALK ABOUT HOW SURVIVORS
ARE CURRENTLY SUPPORTED IN PUBLIC AND ASSISTED HOUSING

AND LIKE WHAT STRUCTURES ARE PUT INTO PLACE TO HELP

THEM TRANSITION OUT?
I THINK WE'VE TALKED A LOT ABOUT GAPS BUT I DON'T KNOW
IF WE'VE NECESSARILY COVERED KIND OF WHAT EXISTS RIGHT

NOW.

>> OH, I'M SORRY.

SO WHAT STRUCTURE —-- CAN YOU SAY EXACTLY WHAT, FOR —-
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>> SURE.
HOW ARE SURVIVORS CURRENTLY BE SUPPORTED IN PUBLIC AND
ASSISTED HOUSING, AND WHAT CURRENT STRUCTURES EXIST TO

HELP THEM TRANSITION OUT OF IT?

>> MAYBE LATOYA, YOU CAN FOLLOW UP WITH SOME MORE
SPECIFIC.

I THINK THIS IS AN AREA WHERE THERE'S A LOT OF ROOM FOR
IMPROVEMENT AND INNOVATION.

I THINK IT VARIES A LOT COMMUNITY BY COMMUNITY, AND I
GUESS WHAT I WOULD SAY IS IN GENERAL TO THE DEGREE THAT
THESE LIKE PROGRAMS ARE SUCCESSFUL REALLY HAS TO DO
WITH WHAT ALL OF THE PRESENTERS ARE SAYING IS THAT ARE
THEY REALLY RESPONDING TO WHAT FOLKS ARE NEEDING, YOU
KNOW, AND WHAT FOLKS ARE SAYING, ASKING FOR, OR IS IT
MORE DRIVEN BY WHAT'S AVAILABLE OR WHAT, YOU KNOW, WHAT
IS BEING RATIONED OR, AND ARE THEY, SO I GUESS, YOU

KNOW, I THINK THE BEST KIND OF SERVICES ARE SERVICES

THAT ARE SURVIVOR-CENTERED THAT THEY'RE TRAUMA
INFORMED, THAT THEY'RE RACIALLY EQUITABLE AND THAT
THEY'RE COMPREHENSIVE, LONGTERM, AND INDIVIDUALIZED,
AND I THINK IT'S RARE TO FIND ALL OF THOSE THINGS, YOU

KNOW, BECAUSE IT DOES TAKE THAT SORT OF INVESTMENT.
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BUT I DON'T KNOW, LATOYA, IF YOU HAVE SOME BETTER KIND

OF EXAMPLES OF FOLKS THAT ARE DOING WELL IN THIS AREA.

>> YEAH.

A LOT OF THE WORK THAT'S BEEN DONE IS BASED ON A LOT OF
THE GROUPS THAT'S HAPPENING WITHIN THE DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE COMMUNITY.

I KNOW THERE'S A VAWA WORK GROUP THAT A LOT OF MY
HOUSING PARTNERS, PARTICULARLY HERE TODAY WITH THE DV
HOUSING CONSORTIUM, THEY'VE BEEN WORKING WITH HUD,
THEY'VE BEEN WORKING WITH OUR PARTNERS AT OVW, AND THEY
ARE WORKING WITH OUR PARTNERS THAT ARE IN THE PUBLIC
HOUSING, THE PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING UNIT TO ENSURE
THAT WE ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE WITH VAWA SO THAT
SURVIVORS' RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS ARE NOT ONLY
RECOGNIZED, BUT THAT THEY ARE IMPLEMENTED WITHIN THE
PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITIES NATIONWIDE.

SO I AGREE WITH SHANTI, IT LOOKS DIFFERENT FROM
JURISDICTION TO JURISDICTION, BUT WE'RE ACTIVELY

WORKING TO ENSURE THAT WE ELEVATE CONCERNS AND NEEDS OF

SURVIVORS.
PARTICULARLY IN PUBLIC HOUSING HERE IN D.C. LOCALLY

THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF ADVOCACY, PARTICULARLY FROM OUR
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HOUSING ADVOCATES, AROUND HOW PUBLIC HOUSING DOESN'T
REALLY CREATE A SAFE SPACE FOR THE PEOPLE WHO ARE
LIVING IN PARTICULARLY LOW INCOME RESIDENTS.

SO THOSE UNITS HAVE BEEN UNLIVABLE, THEY'VE HAD, YOU
KNOW, RODENT PROBLEMS AND SO FOR THE, SO THERE'S A LOT
OF CONDITIONS THAT DON'T SUPPORT SAFE HOUSING.

AND SO OUR GOAL HAS BEEN TO ADDRESS THOSE NEEDS AND TO
CONTINUOUSLY ELEVATE THE NEEDS OF SURVIVORS AND BLACK

AND BROWN PEOPLE WHO ARE A PART OF THOSE COMMUNITIES.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, LATOYA.

I THINK WE'VE ALREADY COVERED A FEW OF THE QUESTIONS
THAT CAME UP IN THE CHAT.

I KNOW BOBBI MENTIONED CHANGING A COORDINATED ENTRY
SYSTEM.

I DON'T KNOW, YOU KNOW, I KNOW THAT COORDINATED ENTRY
IS A COMPLICATED MINEFIELD IN TERMS OF PRIORITIZATION
AND HOW THAT WORKS FOR SURVIVORS.

I DON'T KNOW IF LATOYA OR SHANTI, EITHER OF YOU WANT TO

SPEAK TO THAT, OR WE CAN CONTINUE ON.

>> YEAH.

AGAIN, I'M NOT AN EXPERT IN COORDINATED ENTRY, BUT, I
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DON'T KNOW, IT'S A HARD THING BECAUSE EVEN WHEN WE
PRIORITIZE LIKE SURVIVORS AND THERE MAY BE, I THINK
DEFINITELY THERE'S SOME ISSUES ABOUT HOW WE PRIORITIZE
FOLKS, BUT IF WE'RE NOT DOING ANYTHING TO INCREASE THE
QUALITY AND THE AMOUNT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IT SEEMS
LIKE COORDINATED ENTRY, PRIORITIZATION MAYBE ISN'T
GOING TO GET US TO WHERE WE NEED TO GO.

BUT I DON'T KNOW IF OTHER PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE ANYTHING TO

ADD.

>> YEAH, I WOULD AGREE.

I THINK WHEN WE LOOK AT COORDINATED ENTRY WE NEED TO
LOOK AT OUR POLICIES, OUR PRACTICES, AND HOW WE ARE
WORKING WITH OUR CEO CS AND ALSO HOW CEO CS ARE WORKING
WITH US, RIGHT?

SO IT BECOMES MORE ABOUT ENSURING THAT WE HAVE THOSE
DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS AND WE ALSO ADDRESS THAT
PRIORITIZATION IS AND WHAT THAT MEANS FOR THE PEOPLE
THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THESE SYSTEMS.

BECAUSE WHAT WE'RE HEARING FROM A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO ARE
TRYING TO ACCESS HOUSING THROUGH COORDINATED ENTRY IS
THAT PRIORITIZATION MAY NOT FEEL LIKE THEY'RE WORTHY OF
HOUSING, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE THE ASSESSMENTS THAT ARE

REQUIRED IN WHICH YOU HAVE TO SCORE.



AND SO A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES AND
IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE RECOGNIZE THAT SAFE HOUSING IS

SOMETHING THAT IS ESSENTIAL TO ALL PEOPLE.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, LATOYA, I THINK THAT'S INCREDIBLY
VALUABLE.

SO I KNOW THAT SHEENA ALSO MENTIONED HOW CAN A FIELD
BETTER EXPLORE SURVIVOR'S —- EXPLORATION THAT IS
BUILDING ECONOMIC POWER THROUGH ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
BUILDING RESOURCES?

DO YOU, EVELYN, KHADIJAH, LATOYA, SHANTI, ANY THOUGHTS
ON THE ECONOMIC POWER THAT COULD BE BUILT IN THIS
PROCESS.

I KNOW WE TALKED ABOUT LONGTERM INVESTMENT.

I KNOW WE TALKED ABOUT INVESTMENT BROADLY.

>> YEAH, I THINK THAT WE REALLY NEED TO BE VERY
CREATIVE IN THE KIND OF CROSS SECTOR PARTNERSHIPS WE
ENGAGE IN THAT REALLY, BECAUSE I THINK WE HAVE A
EXPERTISE IN IPV AND OPPRESSION AND ALL OF THOSE
THINGS, BUT WE'RE PROBABLY NOT ALL EXPERTS ON, YOU
KNOW, BUILDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING OR ENCOURAGING
ENTREPRENEURSHIP OR, YOU KNOW, AND THESE ARE THINGS WE

NEED TO KNOwW ABOUT, BUT I THINK FINDING PARTNERS WHO



ARE DOING THAT WORK, WHO ARE DOING WORK IN DIFFERENT

KINDS OF RACIAL JUSTICE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT .

I THINK REALLY FINDING WHO THOSE FOLKS ARE IN THE
COMMUNITY AND LOOKING AT LIKE SORT OF OUR SHARED, OUR
SHARED INTEREST AND PRIORITY IN HELPING SURVIVORS TO BE

ECONOMICALLY INDEPENDENT IS REALLY CRITICAL.

>> S0 I WOULD, TO PIGGYBACK OFF OF THAT I WOULD SAY
THAT WE NEED TO, YOU KNOW, HAVE SYSTEMS IN PLACE THAT,
YOU KNOW SUPPORT WEALTH BUILDING.

FOR SURVIVORS AND BLACK WOMEN, WHETHER THAT BE, YOU
KNOW, SKILLS, I KNOW WHEN I WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL WE HAD
THINGS SUCH AS LIKE YOU BAKE, THINGS LIKE THAT, I KNOW
IN D.C. THEY HAVE —-- WAY THAT'S WE CAN ENCOURAGE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP.

NOT EVERYONE IS FIT FOR NECESSARILY TO GO TO COLLEGE,
BUT HAVE OTHER TRADES IN PLACE, PUT TRADES BACK, YOU
KNOW, MAKE TRADES MORE WIDELY AVAILABLE SO WE CAN HAVE
SKILLS THAT WILL ALLOW US TO GO OUT AND CREATE WEALTH
FOR OURSELVES.

I THINK THAT THAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT.

SO LIKE WHAT I'VE LEARNED AS FAR AS WEALTH BUILDING IS
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YOU, YOU KNOW, IT'S TIED TO THE AMOUNT OF MONEY YOU
MAKE SOMETIMES IS TIED TO YOUR, THE VALUE THAT YOU CAN

CREATE.

SO IF WE HAVE THE SKILLS THAT WE CAN OFFER VALUE AND
THINGS LIKE THAT, I WOULD ASSUME THAT IT WOULD BE THE
DOLLAR AMOUNT ATTACHED TO THAT WOULD BE SUBSTANTIAL.
BUT WHEN YOU DON'T HAVE THAT, THOSE SKILL SETS OR YOU
DON'T KNOW HOW TO, YOU KNOw, CREATE THAT VALUE ON YOUR
OWN, THEN YOU'RE JUST, AGAIN, YOU'RE CAUGHT IN A CYCLE
AND THE CYCLE IS APPLYING FOR JOBS THAT YOU MAY NOT BE
QUALIFIED FOR, OR GETTING A JOB AND IT'S NOT ENOUGH TO
PAY FOR YOUR LIVING OR YOUR HOUSING, AND I'M FROM THE
D.C. AREA AND IT IS EXTREMELY EXPENSIVE TO LIVE AND TO
MAINTAIN EVEN WHAT SOME CALL AFFORDABLE HOUSING.

SO IT'S DEFINITELY IMPORTANT.

WHEN YOU SPEAK OF ECONOMICS TO LOOK AT HOW CAN WE
GENERATE THIS, HOwW CAN WE, YOU KNOW, WE SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT EVEN STOCKS AND THINGS LIKE THAT, IT'S JUST SO
MANY RESOURCES THAT WE'RE LOCKED OUT OF WHEN IT COMES
TO GENERATING WEALTH.

THINGS THAT WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT, BALANCING BOOKS OR,
YOU KNOW, CHECKBOOKS OR HOW TO DO YOUR TAXES AND JUST,

I MEAN JUST THINGS LIKE THAT.
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HOW TO FILL OUT CERTAIN FORMS.

WE JUST LACK THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT AND IT'S TIME THAT
WE HAVE SYSTEMS IN PLACE THAT WILL TEACH US THAT
BECAUSE IN SCHOOL WE'RE TAUGHT YOU GRADUATE, YOU KNOW,

HOW THE SAYING GOES, YOU GRADUATING YOU GET A GOOD JOB,

YOU GO TO COLLEGE, THEN YOU GET A GOOD JOB.

BUT OUR, AS A BLACK WOMAN, MY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA IS
EQUIVALENT TO I WOULD SAY A WHITE WOMAN'S FOUR-YEAR
BACHELOR'S DEGREE.

SO I'M ALREADY BEHIND.

THAT MAY NOT WORK FOR ME.

SO THERE NEEDS TO BE OTHER DISCUSSIONS AROUND THAT.

>> THANK YOU SO MUCH, KHADIJAH.

THAT WAS, THERE'S SO MANY INCREDIBLE OPTIONS THAT YOU
SHARED AND I THINK IT'S JUST A LOT OF CREATIVITY AND A
LOT OF OPTIONS AND A LOT OF INVESTMENT WORK AND
EDUCATION NEEDED.

SO WE ARE AT TIME.

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO EACH OF OUR PANELISTS, THEY WERE
ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE.

I'M GOING TO TURN BACK TO HEIDI TO WRAP US UP AND I

JUST WANT TO PERSONALLY THANK EVERYONE WHO WAS ABLE TO



ATTEND OUR WEBINAR TODAY.

SO HEIDI, DO YOU WANT TO WRAP US UP?

>> THANK YOU, MARIUM.
AND WITH THAT I ALSO WANT TO EXTEND MY GRATITUDE TO ALL
OF OUR PANELISTS.

I HAVE TO ADD TO THE LIST OF COMMENTS, I CAN'T BELIEVE,

KHADIJAH, THIS WAS YOUR FIRST PRESENTATION.

AND EVELYN, YOU BOTH WERE EXTRAORDINARY BRINGING YOUR
LIVED EXPERIENCES INTO THIS SPACE.

I THINK WE'VE HEARD FROM ALL OF YOU THAT WE'RE AT A
CRITICAL POINT AND WE KNOW THAT AT THIS TIME WE HAVE TO
MORE THAN EVER CENTER SURVIVORS, PARTICULARLY BLACK
SURVIVORS BECAUSE WE KNOW HOW DISPROPORTIONATELY THEY
ARE IMPACT.

WE PUT A LOT OF EMPHASIZE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING
SURVIVORS BE EQUAL PARTNERS IN RESEARCH PRACTICES AND
PROCESSES.

AND I WANT TO TAKE A MOMENT TO HIGHLIGHT THE COMMUNITY
BASED PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH TOOL KIT THAT'S HOUSED ON
THE NRCDV WEBSITE.

IN THERE YOU'LL SEE MORE ABOUT THE PRINCIPLES OF CBBR

AND YOU'LL MEET NKIRU WHO YOU'VE HEARD SO MUCH ABOUT
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TODAY.

SHE'S INTERVIEWED IN THE TOOL KIT, I HIGHLY RECOMMEND
YOU ALL -- IF YOU'RE NOT FAMILIAR WITH IT.

WE'VE HEARD ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF REAL ECONOMIC
ADVOCACY AS WE ARE TRYING TO END VIOLENCE AND RESOLVE
THE PROBLEM OF HOUSING INSECURITY.

AND WE HEARD A LOT ABOUT THE EMPHASIS AND IMPORTANCE OF
LONGTERM SUPPORTS AND ADVOCACY.

SO WITH THAT I'LL JUST CLOSE OUR WEBINAR TODAY, AND

ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE WITH US, AND

WE'LL BE IN TOUCH.
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